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LIFE, Various Trials, and Chri | 


ſian Teſtimony of that faithful 


Servant and Handmaid of the 
Lord, NY 18 
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Who departed this Life at he her Houſe 
at Hempſted in Hertford. ſbire, in 
the 72d Year of her Age. 
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— OO 


4 


Children concerned. 


3 | | 
Prov. xxxi. 13. He can find 2 V erruous Vo- 
man? &c. 


Ver. 30. 4 Woman that feareth the Lord, ow . 
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PREFACE. 


Concerning the Aurnok, 
and following Book. 


S the Memory of the Juſt- 
is bleſſed, ſ there i a Ju- 
ſtice due to their Memories, who- 


walked in the Path of the Flt, = 


(which. is as a ſhining Light) 
and are the bleſſed who die in tlie 
Lord, mho reſt from their La- 
bours, and their Works follow 
them, to their Everlaſting Re- 
ward in the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: Or for the Example anl. 


Admonition of them they leave” 
behind. And that is either *. 
„ Bu 


- A PREFACE, &c. 

ii Publiſhing their own Memoirs of 
| their Lives (when they leave any) 
which is Inſtructing, and often 
not the leaft Edifying ; or elſe by | 
\  ſupplying' that where wanting, in | 
Commemorating them otherniſe, 
according to the Example of Ho- 
ly Scripture, even concerning Wo- 

men 4 well as Men; the firſt o 
which is done in the following Re- 
lation, written by an Early Dil- 
ciple of Chriſt in this Goſpel-day 
of* her Labours' in it, and Sufter- 
_ » 1ngs for it, and ſo the leſs need of 
the latter, Viz. to ſay much of the 
Author; her own Book being a 
_ ſufficient Memorial of her, and 
what ſhe was in her day; only as a 
neceſſary Introduction to her omn 
Account, I have this in ſhort to 
W-. premiſe concerning ber.. 
I knew her, and was acquainted 
with her many Tears, being my 
Country. N oman; and I have this 
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Feſtimony lives in my Heart 
concerning her, That 2 mas "a 
Religious Exerciſed Woman, al. 
ways ſeeking the beſt things, and 
through the goodneſs of God, 


found him whom her Soul lo- 
ved. An Honeſt Sincere Ten- 


der Hearted Zealous Woman 


For God, and underwent many deep 
3 Exerciſes inwardly, and alſo out- 
| wardly, by reaſon of contrary _ 


Spirits who oppoſed the Work 
of the Eord, and Teſtimony of 


Truth in his Servants and Hand- 
maids, with whom ſhe was often 


Concerned, and bore a Faithful 
Teſtimony as the Lord laid it 4 
2 


on her, and made may for her, 


ing a Serious weighty Concern- 


Woman in her Spirit, a true 


Mourner in Sion for the Abo. 
minations of the Times, and ſę 
bad a Solid Savoury Teſtimony.” 7 
For the Truth, which ſbe reccins 
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Þ A'PREFACE, OG. 
CM Early, and was Faithful and Di- 
| ligent i it according to her Gift, 
and mas well Received and Eſteem- 
ed for her Service by the Honeſt- 
Hearted in and about Briſtol, and 
" Chew-magna in the County of | 
Somerſet, where, and in the Coun- | 
tries adjacent her Service moſtly 
2 ; till ſhe, and her Husband and 
Family Removed to Hempſtead in 
Hartfordſhire, in the Tear, 1688. 
where, ſhe was well Received, as 
9 the following Teſtimonies p- 
= pear. And ſhe uſed to come to | 
my Houſe at London, when ſbe } 
came to the Yearly-Meeting, and 
I was often Comforted in her Sa- 
vory Teſtimony, and to find that 
the Lords preſence was ſo freſh *' 
CL mh her, in her latter days; and © 
0 after ſeveral Tears Abode at | 
i Hempſtead, and Labour and Ser- 
vice here, and thereamay, ſhe died. 
M 4 in the Lord, and laid down her 5 
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Head in peace, in a good Old | 
Age, in the Tear, 1706. and of 


written with her own Hand, in 


Prifoner there for the Teſtimony. 


A PREFACE, G. 


her Age, 72. and is undoubtedly- 
Entered” into Reſt. 
And as for the following Papers 


Relation to her Life, Labours, 
Travels, Exerciſes, Tryals, Ser- 
vice and Sufferings, with deſire 
they ſhould be Publiſhed after her 
Deceaſe, for the Benefit of her 
Children, and others. They mere 
ſome time ſince put into my Hand 


7 to peruſe, as falling moſtly within : | 


the compaſs of my Knowledge; 
76 See that part in Relation to 
er Sufferings and Impriſonment 
at Ivelcheſter (I being then a 


of Truth) in the Time 7 the 
Great Impriſonment for Meet- 
ings, Cc. in the Tear, 1683. Pe 
being taken at a Meeting at Che ẽw'-. 
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_ A PREFACE, or. 
and ſent to Priſon by that wick- 
ed Perſecutor (and under Sheriff 
o the County) John Helliar of | 
_ Briſtol, at the Inſtigation of the 
Prieſt of the Pariſh; both which 
were ſoon after cut off by Death. 
The ſaid Prieſt Croſs immediately 
thereapon, in a very Remarkable 
manner, as # herein Related, 
P. 131. and the ſaid Helliar not 
long after being ſmitten with 
great terror and horror of mind 
For the violence he had committed 
on the People of God in that 
City, &c. keeping Men to watch 
with him Night and Day, for fear 
the Devil would fetch him away; 
CR as 1 have been credibly informed 
be expreſſed. As another Great Per- 
Necutor there [ R. Oliffe] who had >} 
nade much Spoil on the ſatd Peo- | 
bie, as I heard, crying out he was 
Damned, and that they ſhould 
72446: Reſtitution, i. e. 70 2 
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A PREFACE, Cc. 


he had wronged, which he \was ne- 
ver able to do; and ſo both died 


miſerable, and ſeveral others. 
Such a Thrifty Trade (ſays- 


one) is Perſecution, that it leaves 


Men never a Friend in Heaven, 


or on Earth. Oh that others mould 
take Warning in time by ſuch Ex- 
amples of Divine Vengeance, 10 
avoid ſuch things, and do no more. 


ſo wickedly. For as the Memory _ : 
of the Julit is bleſſed, and the 


Righteous ſhall be had in ever- 


laſting remembrance, . ſa the. 
Name of the Wicked ſhall rot; 


and wherever Helliar's Name: ig 


mention d it ſtinks, as all Perſe- 


cutors do. 


And according to deſire, I hade 
for the Truth's ſake, and the Re- 
ipect I had to her, and ame to 
her Memory, Carefully Peruſek || 
and put in Order the folloming: 5 3 
Relation; which I hate been. © 
. ; | Com- — 
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A PREFACE, &.. 


Comforted in Reading of, being 


very Solid, Serious, Weighty, Mat- 
ter of Experience, Warning, Ex- 


hortation and Counſel, written 
in a good 8 enſe and Underſtand- 


ing of the things of God, and My- 


eries of his Ringdom, and very ( 
: Sound ar er. in the E 4 1 
preſſion of it. To which is added 
4 ſhort Supplement of the laſt 
_ Fourteen Tears of her Life, Col- 
lected Chiefly from her Son's Ac- 
i eonnt; with an Epiſtle to Friends, 
and a Warning to others, for- 
it merly Printed; all which I doubt 
not will have an Anſwer in eve= {| 
xy Conſcience. of ſuch as Read it 
in the fear of God; and hope it 
Ie be of Service to her Poſte- 
= rity, nd benefit of others; and 
TW that it will tend to the Glory of 


God, and the Comfort and Edi- 


4 il fication of his People; to whoſe 


rity 
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A PREFACE, Cc. 
cerity J Recommend it, and all 
to the Grace of God, which is 

able to build them up, and give 
them an Inheritance among 
them that are Sanctified; which © * 
is the ſincere deſire of, Reader, 


Thy Real Friend, 
John Whiting. 


London, the 21ſt of 
the 2d Month, 1711. 
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4A TEsTIMONY from 


ſeveral Friends belonging 
to the Meeting at Hemel, 
Hemſtead, and the Parts 


Adjacent, in the County 
of Hartford, Concerning 


E. Stirredge, he Sth of . 
| _ che 34 Month, 1711. 
4 AU Dear Friends James 5 


and Elizabeth Stirredge, 
came here to Inhabit, about the 
Year, 1688. whoſe coming into 


theſe Parts was Seaſonable, and 


ve believe ordered by the good 
Providence of God; for it had 


a good tendency to the Strength- 
and Edification of Friends; for 
about that time, ſome were buſſe 
8 1 


A Teſtimony of Friends. = 


to weaken Love among Bre- 


thren, under ſpecious Pretences 
of Liberty, &c. But the ſaid 
Elizabeth being Gifted for the 


WF - Miniſtry, and acquainted with. | 
the Wiles and ſubtil Devices ofß 


the Enemy, was made a Ser- 
viceable Inſtrument in our De- 
fence and Preſervation; being 
attended with Power, Wiſdom, | 
and true Zeal for the Proſperit 


of the Truth, and People of God. 


She was Sound and Savoury in 


| her Doctrine and Publick Mi- 
niſtry, and Tender and Aﬀe- 


ionate in Chriſtian Advice and 
Counſel, to the Comfort of the 


Alfflicted and Exerciſed in Spirit; 


declaring, that the way to the 


Kingdom of God 1s througli 4 


* 
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Tribulation; agreeable to the * 
Ancient Account we Read of in | 
Holy Scripture. And ſhe did 
frequently preſs Friends to Sin- 
. 8 cerit | 


Utterance, ſhe was not forward 
to appear in her Publick Service; 
but as an immediate Concern 
came upon her, ſhe was a good 
Example in her frequenting Meet- 


ings, both on the Firſt and Week 
Days; and was there often made 
1 Inſtrumental to the ſtirring up of 


the pure minds of many, by 


way of Remembrance, to our 
mutual Comfort, by her freſh. 
and Living Teſtimon 7. 


Her Husband alſo (who de- 


parted this Life ſome time ſmce 


her deceaſe) was an Honeſt Zea- 


Helper in the Work of the Lord, 
(in his proper Gift) and our 
true Friend and Brother; and 
they were both very near and 


acceptable to Friends, here, and 
—_— I 
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A Teſtimony of Friends. | as 
cerity and Uprightneſs of Heart. 
And altho? the Lord had given 


« = 
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her a Large Gift, and a good * * 


I * 


lous Friend, and her Fellow- 1 
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A Teftimony of Friends, 
here-a ways. But what ſhall we 


nh fy? (the Lord having called 


them to his Reſt in a good Old 
Age) but earneſtly deſire (as 


they frequently did) that the 
young Generation might come 
up in Faithfulneſs, and fill up 
the rooms of all ſuch (bei 


thereunto Spirited by the Lord) 
that his Name may be more 
anck more known, and glorified 
to all. ſucceeding Generations, 


| World without End; Amer. 


Our ſaid Friend Elizabeth 


S tirredge, departed this Life at 
Henmpſted aforeſaid, on the 7th 


of the gth Month, 1706. and 


was Buried in Friends Burying- | 
Ground at .Wood-Exd, in tlie 
ſaid Pariſh. | 


Michael Tirpin, jun. R 
Fames Stirredge. 


_ Moſes Weſt, 
Edmond Neale, 


Fon Edmunds, 55 Michael Tirpin, 


10s. 


7 beth Stirredge. 


2 veral Years before ſhe departed 


this Life, had an intimate Ac- 


Lord had given her a meaſure of 
his Holy Spirit, to guide, lead 
and direct her in the way of 
Peace; he alſo gave her a large 
Talent in a Publick Teſtimony/, 
in which ſhe was very Service- 


tended with Power, Wiſdom, 
fand true Zeal; ſo that her Te- 
ſtimony was Sound and Savory, 


John Thornton's Account 
f bis Nez bbour, Eliza- 


T Having Opportunity by 
1 Dwelling in Hempſtead ſe- 


quaintance with her; and as the 


able in our Meetings; being at- 


to the Comforting of the up- 
right Hearted ; ſhe being many 
tunes drawn torth to encoura 


be 
« 
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John Thornton's Teſtimony. | 
the Exerciſed and Afflicted in 
Spirit, and lead to declare that 
the Way to the Kingdom of God 

is through Tribulations. And 
alſo would frequently preſs 
Friends to Upright-heartedneſs, 
S8incerity and Integrity. She 
being alſo a good 1 in 
her Converſation. And altho” 
the Lord had given her a large 
Gift in a Verbal Teſtimony, yet 
ihe was backward to appear 
therein, except {he found it was 
immediately required of her. 
She was zealouſly Concerned a- 
gainſt that Spirit that lead into 
Separation and Diviſion, and al- 
ſo againſt all manner of Deceit 
and Hypocriſie. She commonly 
had a ſharp and piercing Teſti- 
mony againſt ſuch that the great 
Enemy had ſo miſlead, She 
was a diligent frequenter of 
Meetings, both on Firſt and 


_ 
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John Thornton's Teſtimony. 
Week Days. Her Husband al- 


ſo being an Honeſt and Zealous 
Friend, and ſince her, departed . 
this Life; they being both Ser- 
viceable to Truth and Friends, 


are miſſed. But what ſhall 1 


ſay, the will of God be done; 
for fully ſatisfied am I, that 
they are gone to Reſt, and en- 
tred into Joy and Happineſs, _ 
Where all Sorrows ceaſe, and 
Tears are wiped away.  _ 


John Thornton.” 


. Py 
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Concerning Elizabeth 
eee 


| 77 is in my Mind to Write 


ſomething as a Teſtimony 


þ of F concerning my dear and well- 
beloved Friend Elizabeth Stir- 
134 enge, Deceaſed. 


Shen Was one who received 5 


Truth in the Love of it in her 
_ young years, as I have heard 
rom her own Mouth, and as in 
ber following Book is more fully 
=_ related, wherefore I need ſay no 
more of that, but deſcend to 
= write ſomething concerning her, 


during the time of my Aequat int⸗ 

ance with her, which was about 
Fifteen Years. 

She Lived for that time about 


= Seven Miles from us, and ſome- 


times | 


— 
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John Neale's Teſtimony. | 
times would come to Viſit our 
8 Meeting at Watford, whom I, 
and many more were glad toſee, | 
th || ſhe being one, whom the Lord I 
was pleaſed to beſtow a Talent 
| and Gift of the Miniſtry upon | 
ite | (which he is pleaſed to give unto 
ny both Male and Female, they be- 
11- ing all one in Chriſt Jeſus) that 
ir- ſhe might tell untq others, What 
I Cod had done for her Soul; for 
he thoſe, (and thoſe only are they) 
er || whoſe mouths the Lord openeth, 
rd that do and ſhall fhew forth his 
in Praiſe. And indeed her Teſti- 
ly ßmony was reaching and affect- 
no ug, my Heart hath been well _ 
affected many times in Meet- 
ings with her Teſtimony, forſhe © 


er, | 3 i 
nt- ſpoke as one having Authority; 


almoſt to admiration, confider- |} 
ing the weakneſs of Body where- 
1thal ſhe was pretty much af. 
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John Neale's Teftimony. 
her, who giveth Strength to the 


=_ Weak, and his Power was her 


Support. ., 

It was her Lot many times 
when ſhe came to our Meeting, 
to Lodge at my Houſe, (my dear 
Mother Hannah Neal and ſhe | : 
being very intimate Friends, and | * 
Heartily loving each others Com- | 
pany) and indeed her Company | | 
I alſo loved, for it was pleaſant } © 
and delightful to the Honeſt- 
Hearted; and I may fay, her 
Diſcourſe was Edifying to me. | 1! 
And I have been affected tof} 1 
hear her give an Account of the , 
Sufferings, deep Trial and Ex- d 
erciſes of Friends, which ſhe, | h 
and many others went through 

in early days; - how when they 
were going to a Meeting, the 
| went as it were in peril of their 
S Lives, by reaſon of Wicked and 
| Ungodly People throwingStones, | mn 


ACh od 


John Neale“, Teftimony. * © 
Clods, and other things at them. 
And altho? many were they that 
roſe up againſt them, yet how 
wonderfully did the Lord pre- 
ſerve his People in that Day, 
: | thro many Tribulations; mas 
ny of which various Exerciſes , 
1 | and Trials that divers of our 
. | worthy Antients paſſed through, 
7 bleſſed be the Lord, we in this 
t | our bo are freed from. 
Much might be ſaid concern- 
ring this our Friend; but in ſhort, - 
I ſhe was a Valiant Woman for 
Truth on Earth, a Mother in 
je Iſrael, and a worthy faithful El- 
x- | der in the Church of Chrift in 
e, her time. 2 
And now my defire is, that 
we who are of a younger Gene- 
ration, and are yet left behind, 
may in our meaſure be found | 
treading in the ſteps of this, and 
es, many others of our Ancients, \ 


[ 


John N eale? s 1 
ks) have Served the Lord 
_ faithfully. in their Generation, 
and are removed from us. 

Tho' our Loſs of ſuch Wor- 
| thies be great, yet their Gain is | 
far greater; for doubtleſs they 
are entred into thoſe Manſions 
of Eternal Bliſs, where Joy un- 


peak ble and ul of Glory is 
their en „and that for ever- 
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| Cmeerning hoy” Babes 
James Stirredge, by the 
E. Hand. 


FE Was a Man with * 

ILII vas well Acquainted for 
5 many Years; and I may ſay of 
0 „ he was an Honeſt upright- 


—_ hearted 
my ” : * - 


8 3 n 5 — 
pa . 


on Earth; a hearty Lover of 
Faithful Friends, and in his 
Converfation amongſt Men, I 


A Zealous. MS 
ly and Quarterly Meetings of | 
Church- Government; his deſirfe 
was, that Friends in ſuch Meet- 
ings, might ſo wait upon the 
Lord to receive Councel from 
him, as that they might act in 
the Wiſdom of God, that every : 
thing that is contrary to the 
Principle of Truth might be 
kept out of them, and that no- 
thing but Truth might have 
the preheminence, © 1597 
In fine, he was a Meek-Spi- 
rited and Lowly-minded Man, 
more in Subſtance than in 
— _ I went 
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Concerning her Husband. 


hearted Man, one that feared 
God, and eſchewed Evil; Zea - 
lous for the Honour of God, and 


for the promotion of his Truth 


— 


think I may io fer Koa 
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; | EP 0 oncerning her Husband. 

t I went to Viſit him in his laſt 
" Tinels, when he was very weak 

in Body, ſo weak, that he ſpake 
very low, but very ſenſible, and 
was in a good frame of Mind 5 
and. Spirit; ſo that I was re- 
kreſhed in my Viſit, and he was 
_ Pleaſed to ſee me. f 

He was very patient under his 

affliction, and I believe was fully 
reſigned to the will of God, 

= He departed this Lite in the al 

= Eighth Month, 1708. at Hemp ſe 
Wl /fead in Herifordſbive, and was 

Buried at Friends Burying- 
Ground at Mood-End, in the 


n 

ſe 

h 

* 8 | c 
5 Toh Neale. fe 
7 

I 

8 

C 

n 

T 


j 


: 1 * ; * a 
* # þ 5 g 2. - - 
= a % 1 
o , 6 N - 4 1 * i : 
* 20 £ % x * * 
0 . 
| F | 2 8 
| | | | Streng 
. - N ” % N 
% : 1 * 1 : - 
\ "i - x ” 
* F 5 - = 5 1 as 
NE ; 5 4 
5 a 
9 9 * &- > 


Strength in weakneſs 
Manifeſted, g. 
© oi the Lord hath been 


pleaſed to count me worthy 
to Travel in Sions way; 
and ſeeing I have found the way 
ſo ftrait, and fo narrow, and ſo 
many that have been called; and 
ſome, that have entred into it, 
have gone into by-paths, and 
crooked ways again; and IL have 
found the bleſſed effect of keep-. Ml 
ing in the right way,; therefore 
I have a great Concern upon mp _ 4 
Spirit, for my Children, that are. 
coming up after me, that they 
may not be forgetful of keeping. 
in the right way, whenſoever tbe 
APE * Lord 
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Lord ſhall be pleas'd to take me 
from them. — — 
- Therefore it is in my heart, as 
my Heavenly Father will be plea- 
ſed to aſſiſt me, to leave a torr 
. Teſtimony behind me, for my 
Children, of the paſſages of my 
Life, ever ſince I had a remem. 
brance ; and the goodneſs of the 
Lord to me all my Life long, un- 
to this very day, which is worthy 
for ever to be had in remem- 
brance, above all that ever my 
Eyes beheld, and in reverence to 
the worthy Name and Power of 
= theLord is it ſpoken, and he ſhall 
oi have the praiſe of his own Work 
TS In the firſt place, I was 
Born at Thornbury in Glou- 
eeſterſbire, of honeſt Parents; my 
= Father's Name was William Tay. 
ber; my Father and Mother were 
= People tearing God, and irs + 
n 1 ous 
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what would become of me when 
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8 by 

lous in their day; and my Fa- 
ther (being one of thoſe called 
Puritans) Fropheeied of Friends 
many years before they came; 
he ſaid, There was 4 Day coming, 
wherein Truth wil glorioufly break 
forth; more glorious than ever ſiner 


ee days; but (ſaid) Th 


not live to ſee it, but died in tlie 


Faith of it Seven years before 
they came; whoſe honeft and 
chaft Life is often in my remem. 


brance; and his fervent and zes 


lous Prayers amongft his Family, 


are not forgotten by me. My fa. 
rents brought me up aſter a very - ⁵ 
ſtrict manner, ſothat T can truly 


ſay; I was much a ſtranger unto 
the World; and its ways. In 
my tender years I was one of a | 
ſad Heart, and mueh concerned 
and ſurprized with inward fear MY 


I ſhould die: And — lot | 
nl 3 Was 


Way 


MN) 


was to he near any that Would 


Talk rudely, or Swear, or be over- 
Come with ſtrong Drink, I dreaded 
to pals by them; and when I did 
Hear it Thunder, oh the dread and 
terror that would fall upon me; 
and I would get the privateſt place 


that I could to mourn in ſecret, 


thinking the Lord would render 


vengeance upon the heads of the 
Wicked, When I ſaw the flaſhes 
of Lightning, oh! think I, whi- 


ther ſhall I go to hide my felf 


from the wrath of the dreadful 
and terrible God. Thus was I 
flefſed with my Souls 2 
ofore I was Ten years of Age; I 
Was ſo filled with fears and doubts, 
that I could take no delight in 


any thing of this World. And 


when I grew up to riper Years, 
I went to hear them accounted 
the beſt Men, that lived up to 
what Was made known unto 
them, 
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ther, and I delighted to hear 
| them, and be in Company with _ 
them that talked of good things, 
and diſcourſed of Scripture, and 
of God and Chriſt, and of Hea- 
ven's Glory, oh! how delight- 
ſom was it unto me; but ſtill I 
was unſatisfied, becauſe I found: 
F was not a living witneſs of 
theſe States and Conditions that 
the People of God were in, in 
former days; and how eto attain 
unto it, I did not know. Then 
did I mourn unto my ſelf, and 
ſay in my heart, Oh that I had 
been born in the days when the 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes, and un- 
to the Children of Iſrael, ank 
| with a high and wonderful Power 
brought forth his People out of 
Eg pt, and through the Red Se, 
that I might have known how to 
have walked in the right way yr 
and to have done what the Lord | 
=o Bz wn 
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would have required of me, and 1 


been in acquaintance and famili- 
arity with my Maker; that I 
might have known when I had 


. Pleaſed, or diſpleaſed the Lord, 


whom my Soul loved, but knew 
not how to come acquainted with 
him. Oh! what would I have 
parted with for the enjoyment of 
the Lord, and affurance of Sal- 


vation? Surely if it were poſſible 
for me to have enjoyed all the 
World, I could freely have parted 

with it, for peace, comfort and 
= fatisfaQtion for my poor diſtreſſed 


Soul, that mourned as without 


hope; and many a time, and 


many hours have I been alone, 
reading and mourning, when no 
eye ſaw me, nor ear heard me, 


neither could I find comfort in 


Reading, becauſe it Was a Book 
Sealed unto me. Then did I 
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moutn, and ſay, Oh! that I had 
mourn, and ſay, Oh: 
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beer Born in the days when our 
| bleſſed Savious Jeſus Chriſt was. 
upon the Earth; how would 1 


have followed him, and ſate at 
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his feet, as Mary did; how freely _ 


could I have left my Father's. 


Houſe, and all my Relations, for 


true Peace and aſſurance of Life 


Eternal for my Immortal Soul. 

And under this exerciſe I grew 
very ſad, inſomuch that my Mo- 
ther: feared I was going into a 
Conſumption, and greatly fear'd 


; my death; and would ſay unto. 


me, Canſt thou take delight in no- 


thing? I would have thee walk forth 
into the Fields with the young Pecos 

ple, for Recreati n, and delight thy © 
ſelf in ſomething. ; And to pleaſe 


her, I have ſometimes, when we 


were out of our Imployment, 
gone forth with ſober young Peoͤ⸗- 

ple, but I found no comfort in 
that. Then ] fell into a Cuſtom 


R.. . 


_— 
of Reading the Scriptures, aud to 
de alone in private, reading, and | 
crying, becauſe I knew. not that 
Heavenly Power and Spirit to | 
have dominion in me, that was 
in them that gave forth the Scrip- 
tures; and nothing elſe but the | 
Subſtance would give me true fa- 
tisfaction, therefore the Scrip- 
tures was but a Book ſealed unto 
Then did I fall down upon my 
Knees, to Pray unto the Lord, 
with my Heart full of ſorrow, 
and the tears running down my 
face, and could not utter one 
word; which ſeem'd very ſtrange 
unto me, and ſet me a thinking, 
that there was none like unto me. 
But it was the Enemie's work 
to perſwade me, there was 
none like unto me: And becauſe 
I could not Pray in- words, as 
others could, and likewiſe under 
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afflictions, therefore the Lord had 
no regard unto me. But the 


Enemy is a lyar, as ever, for the 
Lord was near me in every Exer- 
ciſe, and broke my Heart, and 


melted my Spirit, or elſe it would 


not have been ſo with me. Oh; 
my Soul can now behold his 


goodneis, for he was near me, 
— I was not aware of it; 


for I thought none was fo miſe. 
rableasI, the Enemy: endeavours 


ing caſting me down, to make 
me deſpair. And truly it was: 
the great mercy of the Lord in 
preſerving me from it, for my af 
fliction was great, and my diſtreſ- 
ſes: very many, and the Enemy 
following me with his Tempta- 
tions, and for want of right In- 
formation where 7 ſtrength was 
Was to have 
ſtood ſtill, and have waited upon 
the living God for ſtrength to 
1 B 5 over. 


to be found; whic 


8 
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overcome my Souls Enemy. And 2 


inſtead of ſo doing, the Enemy 


to delight my felt, in bedecking 


my ſelf in Clothes, that I | 


might appear comely in the Eyes 
of the World; for (ſaid the Ene- 
my) as for. this way of ſadneſs 
and trouble that thou art under, 
it will redound to no advantage, 
bene fit, nor eqmfort, thou wilt 
not be in any eſteem amongſt 
thy Neighbours, therefore take 


 Lyarhei — and eyer was from the 
; and my dear Chil- 


your lots to be under Tempta 


ons, or exerciſe of any kind; S ; 


what way ſoever the Lord may 
be pal to lend bows in, * we 
ria 


— — —— © 


ſo diſturbed me, and fo follow 4 þ 
me with his ſubtil alurements; 
ſometimes to draw my mind into 
the Vanities of this World, and 
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thy plealure, aud be at reſt. A | 
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Trial of your Faith and Patience” 


time of your Pilgrimage in this. 


that he is near to help his affſicted iſ 
| Children at all times, as they 
Rand in need of him. Oh! thar 
and tender years, when the Lord 


Heart; and I knew it not; for 


I aſide in thoſe things 8 


| him, and the young People that 
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in any kind, either now, or'any 


Life, I fay the Enemy will be- 
fool as many as he can; therefore 
look unt the Lord, and keep him 
in your Remembrance) and Pray 

unto him in the inward of your ; 
Minds, although you cannot ut= ® 
ter one word, deer it aſſuredly, 


E had known this in the days of 
my Ignorance, and in my young 


was near me, and at work in my 


want of an underſtanding, the 
Enemy befooled me, and led me 


med; and by hearkning unto 


was iny Neighbours, in 8 4 


* n n 9 
1 2 oy * — 


Benefit to me, for I was young, 
and knew not what I — : 
come to; and I was left of my 
tender Father, and hardly any | 
Friend was left me; and in my 

diſtreſs and afflictions, willing to 
have a little reſt and comfort, I 
lent out an ear unto the Enemy 
of my Soul, and let my mind go 
forth after fine Clothes; but when 
it was drawn out, it went with- 
out limit ; and when I bedecked 
my ſelf as fine and as choice as I 
could, it would hardly give me 
content ; for when I had one new 
thing, when I ſaw another, or 
the third, I was as deſirous as 
for the former, ſo ever unſatiſ- 
fed. Oh! the lying Enemy, 
who promis d me Reſt and Peace, 
but could not give it me; a Lyar 
he is, and ever was, my Soul 
hates him, and is at enmity with 

. We him, | 


ding me, that it would be of great 
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was the Lord, who was ever 
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the Lord hath: been pleaſed to 
open my eyes, I can look back 
| and admire his goodneſs, and 


<an) 


him, the Lord preſerve me out 


of his Snares, and my Houſe alſo 
for ever. 955 7: 
But though he hid drawn out 
my Mind, the Lord did not leave 
me; for I ſhould many times have 
a Concern upon my Mind what 
would become of me; and if at 
any time I was drawn out into 


any Mirth or Laughter, I ſhould 


feel ſomething ſmite my Heart, 
and bring great heavineſs over 


my Spirit; but I knew not what 


it was, and I little thought it 


good and gracious, kind, merci 
ful, and flow to anger, and not 
willing People fhould run into 
deſtruction, nor periſh, - © 5 
I little thought he looked ſo 
narrowly to my ways; but ſince "WM 
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„’Iĩ 2, | 
bleſſed be his worthy Name, and | 
the right Arm of his ſtrength, 
who hath-early been my Guide, | 
and kept me in great part from 
running into the evil of the 
A World, which greatly attends 
young People. But bleſſed be 
tbe Name of the Lord, he took 
me by the Hand, and led me 
when I knew not of it, in the 
days of my tender years; and if 
I had not hearkned unto the Ene- | 
| my, my Condition had been well. 
But aſſoon as he had drawn my 
Mind into Pride, and to take de- 
light in fine Clothes, it ſoon be- 
came my burden; for in a little 
i time after, the Lord in the riches 
of his Love, was pleaſed to fir 
uud furniſh his Faithful Servants, 
and Painful Labourers, whoſe In- 
duſtriouſneſs the Lord greatly 
proſpered, Two Men of worthy | 
Memory (dear) John A * 
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John Camm, in 1654. But when 


I heard the Report of them, it 


ſtruck a dread over my Heart, 


hearing of their Plainneſs. I be- I 


gan to think, how ſhall T de- 


mean my ſelf to go to hear them. 
In a little time after, there was a 


Meeting appointed by them; 


where my lot was to be, and 
dear) John Audland was De- 


claring; but aſſoon as T heard his 
Voice, it pierced me; and when 


I came into the Meeting, and 


heard his Teſtimony, and be- 
held his ſolid Countenance, Oh! 
how my heart was troubled with- 
in me, inſomuch that I knew not 
what would become of me. 


After — was over, I ſe- 


perated my ſelf from my Com- 


pany, and Travelled alone two 


Miles, becauſe no ear ſhould hear 
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me, making my mone unto the. 


Lord; and out of the bitterneſs 
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( I ) | | 


of my Spiritdid I ſay, Lord, what | 
ſball I do to be Saved? I would do 


any thing for aſſurance of everlaſt- 
ing Life 5. and if the Lord will be © 


pleaſed to accept of me upon any 
terms, I matter not what become of 
this outward Body, if I could find. 
out 4 Cave of the Earth that I 


might get into, where I might 
maurn out my days in ſorrow, and 


fee: Man no more, 


Light unto David's. feet, and was 


I thought I could have been 


contented, but it pleaſed the Lord 


to open the eyes of my Under- 
ftanding, and to lead me by a 
way that I knew not, and to be- 
gin the firſt. days Work: in my 
heart, which was the Spirit of the 


Tord to move upon the waters, ana 
7 devide- the Light: from the Dark 


weſs; and when the ſeparation 
was made, then could I fee my 
way in the Light, which was the 


4 Lan. 


. 


Lant horn unto his paths; and it 


will order every ones goings a- 
right, if they take heed unto it. 


It would be too tedious to ga 


through every particular State; 
but my earneſt Cries were unto 
the Lord, to lead* me the right 
way, and to create in me 4 new 
heart, and renew 4 right Spirit 
withis me, Oh ! let me beunto 
thee O Lord what I am, and not 
unto Man ; and I do not take care 


for this outward Body, do but 


redeem my Soul from Death, and 
out of this horrible Pit, wherein 


Tam held as in Chains of Dark- 


neſs, and ſhall periſh-for ever, if 
thou doſt not out of thy Infinite 


Mercy have compaſſion on me, 


and bow thy ears to my cries, 
for I can do nothing elſe; for 


' can truly ſay, my heart was filed 


with Sorrow, my ſighing came be- 


| fore I eat, and tears was as Wy. 
T9 ; ſorrow- 


(18) 


ſorrowful meat; when I ley damn, 


it was in ſorrow, 4d watered my 


Pillow with my Tears, before 1 


could take my reſt; and when I ; 
awnakea, it was with th: dread of | 


the Lord over my keart. | 
Oh! my Soul can do no leſs 


than magnifie the living God, 


who is worthy of Praiſe, Honour 
and Renown, Thankſgiving and 


Obedience for evermore. And 
1 why ſo? becauſe he hath conde- 
ſended unto the loweſt eftate of | 


his Hand-maid, and bowed his 
ear .unto my Prayers, and had a 
regard unto my cries, and hath 
anſwered my requeſt, and given 
me my hearts deſire, which was 
to be led the right way. And 
Sions poor Travellers know very 
well this is a beginning or a ſtep 
in the way; for I can truly ſay, 
that I never coveted Heaven's 


Glory, nor to be made a 
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ory 
of the Riches, Glory, and Ever» 


laſting well-being for ever, more 


than I deſired to walk in the way 


3 that leads thereunto. And I did 


as truly believe that the Lord 
would Redeem a People out of 
the World, and its Ways, and 
Cuſtoms, Language, Marriage 
and Burying, andall the World's 


Hypocrifie ; I looked for- this 


Change, before I ſaw any ap- 
pearance of it; but all my fear 
was I ſhould not live to ſee it; 


I the Enemy always following of 


me with his Temptations, to 
work me into unbelief, and to 


Z caſt me down into deſparation. | 
Oh my Soul cannot but give. the 


Lord God the Glory, the Ho- 
nour and the Renon, for he is 
worthy of it for ever, and ever- 
mri n yoo esd 
Aad now my dear Children, 


this is for you to remember, and 


keep | 


—  -} 
keep by you, that ye may always 
know the way to Heaven's Glory, 
and to enjoy true Peace and Satil- 
faction; it is a ſtrait and narrow 
way, whoever thinks it is not, 
they are miſtaken. Therefore, 
el my dear Children, keep unto the 
daily Croſs all the days of your 
Lives; and to Truths Language. 
And more eſpecially keep your 
heart with all diligence, for out 
of it are the Iſſues of Life; then 
j will you be brought nearer and- 
=_— nearer unto the Lord, and grow 
into acquaintance with. him; 
which was that my Soul mourned Þ| , 
for in the days of my tender 
years; which I cannot forget, 
nor I hope ever ſhall, for I find 
the good effects of it from day, 
unto day, it bows my Spirit, and | 
humbles my heart, and keeps me 
in a r np op what 
the Lord has done for me; op 
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the Lord hath been pleas'd to give 
me the waters of a bitter Cup to 
drink, and to feed me with Bread 
ol Affliction, and ſuffer Tempta- 
tion upon Temptation to come 
near me, and the Enemy, the 
ſubtil Serpent, the old Dragon, 
who was more ſubtil than all the 
Beaſts of the Field, following me 
with his Lyes, to perſwade me, 
that the Lord had no regard to 
me, if he had, he would not 
take delight to afflict me; for |} 
there is none like thee, ſaid the 
wicked one, thou mayſ® look a= |: 
| broad, and ſee where thou canſt find 
one whoſe ſorrow is like unto thine. 
Then would I wander alone in 
1 ſome remote Place, where no eye 
„could ſee me, nor ear hear me, 
| | to make my moan unto the Lord, 
4 who hath ſweetly comforted me, 
* 
e 


and refreſned my Spirit many a 
time, and hath kept my _ N 


_ ever envied Man's Proſperity, and 


| lieth. For after the Lord had 
1 meaſure had redeemed 
and ſtretched out Arm had 
neſs, and through the Red. Sea, 4 
Sing Praiſes unto the moſt High 


God, who lives for ever, and for 
evermore. Oh! let me never 


chat that will bow my Heurt from 
day unto. day, and humble my 


ws -. © 


God, and the right Arm of his 
ſtrength, that hath wrought won- IF c 
derfully for my Deliverance; and 


to deſtroy the bleſſed work of | 
the Lord, as much as in him 


done much for me, and ina good | 
my Soul 
Hand 


from Death, and by a high 


br ought me out of Egypr's Dark. 


where my Soul had true cauſe to 


forget ſo great and wonderful De- 
liverance, but for ever keep in 


Spirit | 


e. 
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Cap) 
Spirit before the Lord, ho hath 
been pleaſed to do more for me 
than my Tongue is able to de- 
clare. And although I can ſay 
mine eyes have ſeen Afflictions, 
and no Afflictions ſeem joyous, 
but grievous for the preſent, yet 
afterwards it brings forth the 
peaceable Fruits of Righteouſ- 
Des.. 
And now, my dear Children, 
my very Aim and End is to make 
2 you a little acquainted with the 
Work of the Lord in my Heart, 
and alſo with the ſubtle Devices 
and Contrivances of the Enemy | 
of your Immortal Souls; his way 
is to ſet his Baits according unto 
People's Nature, for therein he 
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Tr is moſt likely to prevail. And 
- [1 becauſe J was of a {ad Heart, and 


very ſubject to be caſt down; 
therefore did he with all his 
might endeavour to caſt me down 
218 into 
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into Deſpa 
{wading 
hold out 
ſhould 1 


me I ſhould never 
to the end. Then 


inward, and outward, and many 
things he caſt before me, that 
_ ſeem 


filled with Sorrow, the Enemy 


it, and I had. loſt that ſweet en- 
joy ment and Heavenly Fehowſhip 
that I was comforted with in the 
Night Seaſon, and in the Morning 


the Lord, who was pleaſed to 
Comfort my afflicted Soul; but 
When the Enemy had you 5 
1 . 0, itt 2 


„and Unbelief; per- 


[ Mourn to the Lord, to 
preſerve me to the end, for my 
Affliction was very great, both 


d too hard for me to go 
through, when my Mind was | 
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got ground upon me, and filled 
my Heart with Thoughts and | 
Imaginations, until my Heart Þ 
grew hard before I was aware of Þ 


Light. I had great Cauſe to 
Magnifie the worthy Name of 


_ (25) 
little ground upon me, he ſet his 
Baits ſo agreeable unto my Na- 
ture, which was apt to be caſt 
down. And when I had any 
thing ſtruggling in me in remem- 
brance of my State and Condition 
I was ina little before, and now. 
for a little time I had loſt it; 1 
had great cauſe to mourn unto the 
Lord, who was able to deliver 
me, as he had done many a time. 
T bleſſed be his Holy Name, and 
the Right Arm of his Strength, 
that lives for ever. Yet though. 
he was able to do it, yet the Ene- 
my - prevail'd upon me a little 
further: For when I was in my 
mournful eſtate, making my moan 
S | unto the Lord, ſaying in mp xe 
O MF heart, there's no Sorrow like 
mine; and why none like thine? 
o becauſe I had loſt my Beloved, 
t. and my Lofts was great; he that. 
a had Redeentd my Soul from 
1 CSE Death 
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enmity with him 
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mourn for him. And in this 
time of Mourning, which was a 


; J State very ſuitable unto my Con- 


dition, had I been wary of that 
5 ſubtil? Serpent, who was too hard 
for me, in perſwading of me I 
was diſcontented, a Murmurer, 


Lord weary with my crying, and 
I ſhould be ſhut out of his King- 
dom, for *twas the Murmurers 
and Complainers that periſhed i in 
the Wilderneſs. 

Oh how ſoon was I caught by 
"his ſubtilty; for he infuſed in 


C me, and perſwaded me it was in 
_ vain to ſtrive any longer, for 1 
=_ ſhould never Inherit the Kingdom 


of Heaven, But a Lyar he was, 
and ever will be, my Soul is at 


k 
ve me, and 
ä . my 


Death,; and had done well for | 
me; Oh! I could do no leſs but 


and Complainer, and I made the | 


he 1 in 
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F 
my Houſe for ever. As it pleaſed 


my Heavenly Father (who had | 


a regard unto me) to make way 
for me to eſcape. For in a lit- 


tle time after, it was my lot to be 
at a Meeting, where a Faithful 


Servant of the Lord was, by 
Name William Dewsbery, whoſe 
Teſtimony was moſtly unto: the 


E Diſtreſſed and Afflicted, toffed 
with Tempeſt, and not Com- 


forted; which State many 
were in, in that day. . A | 
true Meſſenger he was unto ma- 


1655. 


| ny. I was 21 Years of Age 
| when I was in this Condition; 

but after Meeting was ended, IT 
dreaded to go unto him, for! 


thought that he was one of a2 
great diſcerning, and he would 
be ſenſible of the hardneſs of m 


Heart; and if he ſhould Judge 
me, I ſhould not be able to bear it; 
but yet could not go away in 


Ce , ur. 


(23) 


| Peace, until I had been with him: | 
Who ws; me coming fo hea- 


vily on, held up his Hand; and 
with a raiſed Voice ſaid uato me, 
Dear Lamb, judge all thohghts and 
believe, for Bleſſed are they that 
Believe and ſee not, And with a 
raiſed Voice again ſaid, They were 
Bleſſed that ſaw and Believed, but 
more Bleſſed are they that Believed 
| and ſaw not. 2 
Ohl! he was one that had good 
Tidings for me in that day, and 
great Power was with his Teſti- 
mony at that very time; for 
the hardneſs was taken away, 
and my Heart was opened by 


_ that Ancient Power that opened 


the Heart of Lydia, everlaſting 
Praiſes be given unto him that 
ſits upon the Throne for ever, 
who hath preſerved me out of 
the Snares and ſubtil Contrivances 
of the Adverſary, © 


And 
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And now, my dear Children; _ 
you have been brought up in the 
way of Truth, it is made known 
unto you; and my Soul cannot 


but Bleſs and Praiſe the Lord my 
God, who hath-preſerved me out 


of the evil of the World; there- 


fore truſt in his Name, and be- 


lieve, he will keep you unto the 
End; which he will aſſuredly do, 
if you depart not from him; 
which I hope you will not whilſt 
vou have a day to live; and my 


Prayers are both Night and Dax 


for you, | 
Ils can truly fay, that when any 
of our Family have gone out of 


our Habitation (though upon out- 


ward Occaſions) my Prayers hath 
| alcended unto the Lord for their 
| preſervation; and unto this day 


the Lord hath heard, bleſſed be 


his Name that lives for ever. For 


you may well remember the ma» 
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ny Dangets you have been pre- | 


ſervd out of, that have been 


likely to hazard your Lives, but | 


the Lord of his Infinite goodneſs 


bath hitherto preſery*d you all, 


that you may Serve him. There- 


( fore, dear Children, forget not 
= your Duty unto the Lord, and 


the Counſel that Jeſus Chriſt 


gave unto his Diſciples, which 


was, ta Watch, and Pray, that 


you may be preſerved out of all 


Dangers both inward and out- 
Ward, which you may be liable 
to fall info, if you do not keep 


unto the Guide of your Youth  Þ 


But if you keep unto him, he 
will never depart from you; and 
keep in remembrance your Creator in 
the days of jour youth, then will 
he keep you in the hour of temp- 


—_ tation, and he will take care for 


you; if you ſeek firſt the Ning- 
dom of Goda, and his Rigbteouſ- 
* ; | 1 eſs, 
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= neſs, and other things © ſhall be l 
| | added unto you; he hath ſpoken. 
that cannot Lye, therefore: put 
your truſt in him forever. Then 
„will my Heavenly Father do for 

you, as he hath done for me, in 
: Þ the days of my tender Years, he 
took me by the hand, and led me 
by a way I knew not, and made 
EF Darkneſs Light before me; and 
 Þ hath preſerved me unto this rery 4 
day in Covenant with himſelt; 
- Þ everlaſting Praiſes and Honour be. 
given unto his Holy Name for- 
ever, faith my Sou. 
No, my dear Children, you 
may remember ſince you Have 
had an underſtandiog, the many” 
Straits and Difficulties the Lord: 
| I hath enabled me to go through 
for theſe many Years, though but 

weak, and greatly afflicted with 

Sickneſs, and very near the grave 

many a. time, and the Lord re. 
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newed my Strength again, to | 


dear many a faithful Teſtimony. for 
the Lord, and his blefſed Truth ; 
Many various Straits and Hardſhips 
hath the Lord my Redeemer 
brought me through; which when 
I look back and conſider, I am 
filled with Admiration, in conſi- 
derat ion how my Soul hath eſca- 


Ul 5 "ped to this very day. But this 
_ Szying of Chriſt Jeſus often comes 


Hefore me, That greater is he that 
* in jou, than he that is in the 
World; and ſaid to his Diſciples, 


be of good cheer, I have overcome 


we World. This hath been a 


Comfort to me many a time, and 
J often remember a Saying of a 
Faithful Servant and Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Name was 
Miles Halhead, when I was 21 
Years of Age, and under great 
Exerciſe, he ſteadfaſtly looking 
upon me, laid, Dear Chila, a if 
EE 0 


(33) 
i 2hoa continue in Truth, thou wilt 
nate an Honourable Woman for 
| the Lord; for the Lord God will” 
i honour thee with his bleſſed Teſti- 
mom. And Ten Years after, in 
1665. he came to my Habita» 
tion, and ſaid unto me, My Love 
and Life is with thee, and that for 
that bleſſed works (ake that is at 
work in thee; the Lord God keep 
= thee Faithful, for he will require 
' | lard things of thee, that thou art 
vvot aware of ; the Lord give thee 
I firength to perform it, and keep 
I thee Faithful to his Bleſſed Teſti- 
= mony:; my Prayers ſhall be for thee, 
45 often as I remember. thee, And 

ſoon after that, a great Exerciſe 
eil upon us; we were expoſed to 
great Suffering, and the Lord had 

opened my Mouth in a Teſti- 
mony but a little before; yet 

bave been concerned, for fear my 
| Friends ſhould Suffer for me; not 
SY C4 - or 


LEES 1} 
for my ſelf, for I could truly | 
fay, - wy heart was given up to 
Serve the Lord, come what would 


tome. But this was the leaſt of 


 eurSorrow;Loſs of Goods, Beating 
and Hurling to and fro, and drag- 
ging out of our Meeting-Houſe, 

and many other Abufes, which 
the Lord made us able to go 
through, and Sanctified unto us; 
and my Soul bleſſeth the Lord, 
For that he accounted us worthy 
to Suffer for his Name fake. 


For in the Time of Suffering, 


did a Selfiſh Separating Spirit be- 
gin to break forth amongſt us; 
which added to our Affliction and 
Sorrow, more than all our Perſe- 
cutors could do; though we went 
in great hazard of our I. ives to 


our Meetings, the Jnfouners 1 


were fo Wicked and Inhumane, 
and filled with Envy and Mad- 
-nels, that they Swore, It was no 
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more fin to kill us, than it was to 

kill a Loaſe ; and that they would = 

bathe their Swords in our Blo6d.. 
But blefſed be the Lord our Gd i 
that liveth for ever, we were in 
no wiſe affrighted at theſe things, 
nor concerned at it, for we knew 
him in whom we had believed, 


was able to deliver his choſen. i 
ones that put their truſt in him; 


And now, my dear Children, 
ſome of theſe things you know, 


your eyes have ſeen this wen 1 


you were Young and Tender in 
the beginning of your Days; and 
though but Young and Tender, 7 
yet the Lord kept you from the 


fear of Men. And in this time 


of great Exerciſe, there fell upon 


me another greater Exerciſe and 


Travail of Spirit, which ſeemed: 


fo ſtrange and ſo wonderful, that 


I could not believe that ever the. 
Lord would * ſuch a Ser- 
| vice 


OS 


T 
vice of me that was ſo weak and 
contemptible, ſo unfit and un- 
likely, my Underſtanding but 
 Ihallow, and my Capacity but 
mean, and very low and dejected 
in my own Eyes; and looking ſo 
much at my inſufficiency, made 
in me to ftrive ſo much againſt it; 
crying often times within my 
ſelt, Sarely this is ſomething to 


require ſuch things of me; ſeein 
there 2 Jo bs Wiſe and Good 
Men that are more Honourable, 
A4 ud fitter for ſuch Service than I; 
0 Lora, remove it far from me, 
Aud require any thing elſe of me, 
that I can better perform. 
Thus did I Reaſon and ſtrive 
F againſt it, till my Sorrow was fo 
great, that I knew not whether 
ever the Lord would accept of 
me again. Then did I cty unto 
the Lord again, and again; Lora, 


enſnare me, for the Lord does not 


- "= 
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(37) „ 
if thou haſt found me worthy, make 
1 y way plain before me, and I will 


follow thee ;, for Lord thou knoweſt 
that 1 would not willingly offend 


thee, But for fear thou wouldeſt 
require me to go to the Great 
Mean of the Earth, I knowing my 


| ſelf to be of ſuch a weak Capa- 


city, I did not think that the 


Lord would make choice of ſuch 


a contemptible Inſtrument as I, 


to leave my Habitation, and ten- 


der Children, that were young 
and render, to go to King Charles, 


Which was an Hundred Miles 
from my Habitation, and with 
| ſuch a plain Teſtimony as the 
| Lord did require of me; which 


made me go bowed down many 
Months under the Exerciſe of it; 


and often times ſtrove againſt it; 


but I could get no reſt, but in 


giving up to obey the Lord in all : 
things that he required of me; 
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and though it ſeemed hard and 


 Rtrange unto me, yet the Lord 


made hard things eaſie, accord- 


ing to his Promiſe uno me, when 


I was going from my tender Chil- 
dren, and knew not but that my 
Life might have been required 


for my Teſtimony, it was fo 
plain; and when I looked upon 


my Children, my Bowels yerned 
towards them, The word that 
ran through me was, If thou canſt 


z believe, thou ſhalt ſer all things ac. 


compliſbed, and thou ſhalt return 
in peace, and thy reward ſball be 
with thee. © And for ever bleſſed 


de the Name and Power of the 
Lord, that ſuſtained me in my 
Journey, and gave me ſtrength. to 
do his will, and afforded me his 
living preſence to accompany me, 


which is the greateſt Comfort 
that ever can be enjoyed; and 


this was my Teſtimony to King 


Charles 


tw) - 


| Charles the Second, in the 11th 


Month, of the Year, 16750. 

This is unto thee O Ming, hear 
what the Lord hath committed unto 
Charge concerning thee, as thou 


haſt been the cauſẽ of making many 
deſolate, ſo will the Lord lay thee 


deſolate ; and as many as have been 


the cauſe of the perſecut ing, and 


the ſhedding of the blood of my dear 


Children, in the Day when I call all 
to an account, I will plead with 


them, ſaith the Lord; therefore 


hear and fear the Lord God of Hea- 
ven aud Earth, for of his righteous 


Juagments all ſhall be made pert a- 
ers ; from the King that fitteth 


upon the Throne, 10 the Begger 


upon the Danghill. 
This Teſtimony I deliver'd 


into his Hands, with theſe words 


in my Mouth, Hear Oh Ning, bY 
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| that the dread of the Moſt High t: 
God was upon me, that made me 
to tremble, and great agony was 

= over my Spirit; inſomuch that 

Paleneſs came in his face, and 

= with a Mournful Voice he faid, 

= - Fj thank you Good Woman. 
l y Soul honoureth and magani- 
fieth the Name and Power of the 

Lord my God, for keeping me 

faithful to his bleſſed Teſtimony, 

and giving me ſtrength to do 
his will, and made good his Pro- 
miſe, which was, If I could. be. 
lee, Iſbould return in Peace, and 
my Reward ſhould be with me, So 
the Lord bleſſed my going forth, 
and his preſence was with me in 
my Journey, and preſerved my 

Family well, and my coming 

= Home was with Joy and Peace in 

my boſom, everlaſting Praiſes, 
E Glory and Honour be given unto 
him that ſits on the Throne, and 


- d 
* n po y—— <_ n 1 


00. 


n 2 9 — x 3 IR 2] * 


to the Lamb for ever, and for 
evermore. . 


And now, my dear Children, 


this is for you to remember the 


goodneſs of the Lord to his Chil- 


dren, that faithfully follow and Il. 


obey him with their whole hearts, 
though they may be attended 


with many weakneſſes, and are 
many times crying unto the Lord, 


Oh my weakneſs, I am not able to 
go through this great Work, neither 
indeed am I worthy; there are 
many Honourable Wiſe Men that 
thou haſt fitted for thy Service, 


that are fitter than I am; and there 


ſeemeth ſo many Mountains in my 


way, and ſo many Difficulties ap= 


pear in my view, that it appeareth _ ö 
too wonderful for ne 0 go through. — 


And fo it was indeed, whilſt I 


gave way to the Reaſoner, which: 
I have done many a time, till m y- WY 
Sorrow hath been ſo great, that 

ONT : I have 
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Sight, and hurt my Life, and 


plunged my Soul into Sorrow, 
whilſt T gave way to the reaſon- 
ing part. But it pleaſed the 


Lord to appear in a needful hour, 


and turned back the Enemy of 

= my Souls Peace, and ſhewed un- 
to me that he would chooſe the 
weak and the dejected, and them 


that were nothing in their own 


Eyes, and that could do nothing, 
no not ſo much as to utter a word 
but what the Lord giveth into 
their Mouths, I mean in Teſti- 


mony for the living God, that 


= the Scripture of Truth may be 
| fulfilled in this our day, as fully 


as it was in Times paſt and gone, 


that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
= preſence. Then did I freely give 


13 up to obey the Requirings of the 
Lord with Peace and * 
* . 5 - anc” 


I have not known which way o 
turn; for it hath dimn'd my 
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and received the bleſſed Reward 
in my boſom, as I have already 
faid, -but our Exerciſe continued 
by our Perſecutors. But bleſſed 
be the Name and Power of the 
Lord for his infinite Mercies, for 
according to the Day, ſo was our 
A 
A little time after the Officers 
came and demanded Money for . 
the King for our Meeting toge- 
ther. My Husband Anſwered _ 
them, If 1 owed the King any, I _ 
= mould ſurely pay him; but ſeeing I 
core him no money, ſarely I will pay. 1 
im none. They asked him leave 
to Strain his Goods, he ſaid, 7 . 
Jou will take my Goods, I cannot 
hinder you, bat I will not give you 
 Jf cave to take them; neither will I 
e acceſſary to your taking of them. 
Then the Officers ſeeing our In- 
, | nocency (for we were in our - 
hop at our lawful Calling, with 
$3.5 £04 our. 
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our Hands to our Labour, and 
our Children with us) the Con- 
ſtable leaning his Head down up- 
on his Hand, and with. a heavy 
Heart ſaid, It is againſt my Con- 
cience to take their Goods from them. 


Then I ſaid, John, have à care of 


wrong ing thy Conſcience; for what 
could the Lord do more for thee 
than to. place his good Spirit in thy 
Heart, to teach thee what thou 


HMouldeſt do, and what thou ſbouldeſt 
Leave undone. He ſaid, I know 
not what to doin this Matter; if 


paying the Money once would do, I 


woald do it, but it will not end ſo; 
ut it will be thus, whilſt you. keep 


going to Meeting; for the Ralers 
have made ſuch Laws, that never 


was the like in any Age. I ſaid, 


John, When thou haſt N thy 


Conſcience, and brought 4 burt hen 


upon thy Spirit, it is not the Rulers 


can remove it from thee. If thou 


wth | _— | ſhoulaeſt 
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ſbouldeſt go to the Rulers, and ſay, 
have done that which was againſt 
my Conſcience to do; they may 
ſay as the Rulers did to 2 
What is that to us, ſee thou to 
that. 2 1 

But the Officers that were with 
him, came and pulled down our 
Goods; but the Power of the 
Lord fmote them, inſomuch tharf 
paleneſs was in their Faces, ang 
their Lips quivered, and their BY 
Hands did 15 ſhake, that they ” 
could not hold it long. Then 
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they would force a Poor Man to il 
take them, but he refuſed, until 
they forced him, and laid them 
upon his Arms and Shoulders; 
but he looking much like a dead YM 
Man, replied, Toa force me to do AY 

that, which you cannot do your 
ſelves, neither can I; for he trem- WY 
bled very much, though we had 
not ought farther to ſay by to: 1B 
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them, after they came in, but 
could rejoyce that the Lord had I a 
found us worthy to Suffer for his tk 
bleſſed Truth and Teſtimony, Þ| at 
A little time after they had a | tt 
Meeting to Prize the Goods they | th 
took from us, and other Friends; B. 
= where there met together Seven | ti 
= Men called Juſtices, and the Offi- . 
= - ccrs and Sheriffs Baily, and many ce 
= _=more of their Confederates, a m 
= ret Room full of them; and I'Þ a 
= was at Work in our Shop; and 1% 
= ſccing the Conſtable carrying a. 
long ſome of the Goods to be th 
Prized, it immediately came into ||| !Þt 
my Heart to go after them; not 
knowing one word that I ſhould 
= have to ſay ; which made me a 
1 little conſider for. what I ſhould 
go; but it more and more reſted 
with me to go; and when I 
came within the Door, I ſate 
dow like one that was ow 
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and had not one word to ſay for 
a time; as near as I can count UiY 
the time, half or three parts of JM 
an hour. But when I came in, 
they were greatly diſquieted in 
their Minds, and hurried in their 

Buſineſs, that they ſaid many a 

time, that they could do nothing 
whilſt I was with them; the juſti- 

ces calling one to another to cauſe 


me to be taken away many times; 


_— — * 
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ſaying, We ſhall not do any Buſineſs © 
this Day, bat ſpend oar time in 
vain, if this Woman fit here. And 
they many times tempted me to 
ſpeak what I had to ſay, and be 
gone; but could not prevail with 
me. Then calling to the Man of 
the Houſe to take me away, So- 
lemnly Proteſting never to come 
to his Houſe again, if he would 
not take me away. But the Man 
had not power to touch me, hut 
full of trouble, ſaid ; Sir, Leas. 
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| mot lay hands on her, for ſhe is m ff i 
= -oreſs Weighbour: And turning E 
im towards me, ſaid, Pray Nezeh- I 
bour Stirredge, if you have any pe 
thing to ſay, ſpeak, that you may it 
be gone. Then one of the Juſtices / 
in great Rage and Fury Solemnly } 
Proteſted he would never Sit 
with them any more, if they did 
not take me away; often times 
wWwondring at their Folly for let- 
ting of me alone. Then he o- 
pened the Back Door, and went 
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the Great God of Heaven and 
Ear. ld be too ſtrong for them. 
Therefore I Warned them to Re- 
pent, and amend their Lives before 
it be too late; for the Lord will 
ſmite you in 4 Day at unawares, 
and in an hour not expected by you ; 


hath afforded you a Day of Warning, 
before Deſtruftion comes upon you. 
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after Dinner, and the reſt very 


1674. 


therefore remember that the Lord 


This, and much more ran thro 
me at that time; and the Lord 
was pleaſed in a very ſhort time. 
„00 fulfill that Teſtitnoayg them. 
„For in a few Weeks, as they 
were making Merry at a Feaſt, 
Two of them Died on a ſuddain, 


r 
] | 
hardly elcaped, about the Tear, 
1 


Now, my dear Children, 1 
write not this, to rejoyce at the 
fall of our Enemies, but for you 

0 conſider of the Goodneſs, and 
1 5 RMerelen 
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Mercies, and dealing of the Lord 


with his People in all Ag and 
to keep in remembrance his lo- 
ving kindneſs and forbearance to 
the very Wicked, that are al- 
ways provoking him to pour 


down his vengeance: upon their 


Heads. Yet ſo great is his Mer- 


Ties, that he always warneth the 
Wicked, and gives them time to 


repent, and ſpace to amend their 


Lives, that the Lord may be 


clear in the Day of Account; 
which Day will ſurely come upon 
all thatdraws breath in the Air. 

- Therefore, my dear Children, 


yemember your latter End, and 


the Day of Account, and keep a 
Bridle to your Tongues ; for he 
that knows not a Bridle to his 
Tongue, his Religion is vain. 


And keep to the daily Croſs, 
= which is the Power of God to 
= - Salvation. And if you will be 
= — . 
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Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and Crown Immortal, you muſt 
take up the daily Croſs, for 2 


Crojs, no Crown; for the Croſs 
will keep your Minds in ſubje- 
Ction to the living God; and 
being in ſubjection, and ſtanding 


in awe that you Sin not, this will 


keep you near unto the Lord, in 
a living Acquaintance with him; 


then he will take delight to Bleſs 
you more and more, to Inftruct _ 
you, and to counſel you in his 

way; which is Pure and Holy, 
and will not admit of any Unho- 


lineſs, nor any Uncleanneſs. _ 


Br Therefore, my dear Children; 
keep clear in your Spirits in the 


ſight of God, and beware of the 


World, and the People thereof; 


be not in too much Familiarity Ml 


| with them, nor let in-their Spirit _ 
to mix with yours; that ham 


been the hurt of many that. have 
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been going right on their way, and 
have made a good beginning; yet 


for want of watchfulneſs, and keep- 
ing to the guide of their Youth, 
the Light of Chrift Jeſus, which 
15 the way to Salvation ; and who- 
ever comes in any other way, is 


a Thiefanda Robber. The way 


you know, you have been trained 
up in it; and the concern of my 
Spirit is, that you may keep in it, 
and be concern'd for your Chil- 
dren, as your Father and I have 


been for you; and train them up 


in the way of Truth, and keep 
them out of the beggerly Rudi- 
ments of this World, that they 


2 may grow up in plainneſs, and 
keep to the plain Language, both 


you, and they ; which is become 
a very indifferent thing amongſt 
many of the Profeſſors of Truth. 


But in the beginning we went 
through great Exerciſe for that 
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very word as thee or thoa to one 
particular Perſon. And for my 


part, I had a concern upon my 


Spirit, becauſe I ſhifred many a 


time from that one word ; E 
would have ſaid any word rather 
than thee, or thou, that would 
have anſwered the Matter that I 
was concern'd in, but (till T was 
Condemned, . guilt following of 
me; I was not clear in the fight 


of God, my way was Hedged up- 


with Thoras, I could go no fur- 
ther, until I had yielded obedi- 


ence unto the little things; then. 


I walked alone (as. my manner 
was, and frequently uſed fo to 
do, when things. came as a wait 


or concern upon me) where 1 
might be private from all Con- 


cern, except my Soul's Concern; 
Oh! that Deſolate Place where I 
uſed to -etire alone, how many 
times hath my Soul met with my 

„ Beloved. 
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Beloved there, that hath ſweetly 
Comforted me, when my Soul 
bath been Sick of Love; and full 
of doubts for fear my Beloved 
Had left me, and forſaken me. 
But bleſſed be his Name, that 
liveth for ever, he ſtill appeared 
in a needful time, when my Soul 
Was diſtreſſed ſor him, and then 
was the time I truly prized him. 
And this is the wa oft the Lord's 
Children, that 
He may teach them to be humble, 
and train them up as Children, 
that they may learn Obedience in 
'all things to do his Will. And 


5 this is his End in Chaſtizing of 


his Children, to make them fit 

| for his Service. 
But I little thought in that 

Day the Lord would have ſpared 

me ſo many Years, to bear a 

Faithful Teſtimony to his Bleſſed 
Truth and Powerful Appearance 
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were they that could receive and 

prize the bleſfed Proffers of Gods 

5 everlaſting Love and Appearance, 
though it was in the way of his 


8 


| Judgments. For I can truly ſay, 
that my Heart and Soul delighte>  .; 
in Judgment; though one Wes 4 
t was poured out after another; 05 's 

yet bleſſed be the day in which. 9 
the everlaſting Truth was firſt 

ſounded in my Ears; which wass r | 
in the Nineteenth Year of my 

Age. O let it never be forgottem 
; 2 1 is my Souls deſire: But 
24 more 
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y in the 4 py hs bleſſed BI 
Pay of the breaking forth of his IF 
Glorious Light and Life unto | 
d many thoulands that fate in Dark- „ 
. neſs, whoſe State was miſerable I 
and diftreffed, and many times l 
i | paſt hope of ever ſeeing a good 4 
J as and at their wits end; hors. | 
1 | rour dread and anguiſh was in # 
J. the Hearts of many. Oh! theſe [i 
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more bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord our God, and the right 
arm of his Power, that hath been 
made bare from Day to Day, and 
irom Year to Year, for the car- 
rying on of his bleſſed Work, 
and the preſervation of his Chil- 
dren unto this very Day alive in 
his bleſſed Teſtimony. ” 
But the greateſt Exerciſe that 
ever I met withal, was concern- 
ing this Separating Spirit that is 
gone forth from us, that firſt be- 
gan to appear in theſe parts, in 
John Story, and John Wilkinſon, 
about the Year 1670. which I find 
a Concern upon my Spirit to leave 
l Aa ſhort Relation of my great Tra- 
f vail and Exerciſes in this Work 
and Service for the Lord, his 
= bleed Truth and Teſtimony, 
= char he in the riches of his Love 
had made my Heart and Soul a 
living Pertaker of, Praiſes be - 
. „„ given 
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given to his Holy Name for 
ever. | 718 
In the Year 70. which was a 
Time of great Suffering amongſt 
Friends, and from that time for- 
ward, as it is well known a- 


mongſt Friends, and others, we 


went to our Meetings in the Pe- 
ril of our Lives, and our Goods 
they took for a Prey. And in 
this time of great Exerciſe did 
this Dividing Spirit begin to ap- 
pear, and in a very crafty man- 
ner did enſnare the Hearts of di- 
vers of the Simple. And indeed 


there was two too many that the 


Lord had reached unto in the 
days of the breaking forth of his 
wonderful Power, whom the 


Lord had enriched both inward, 


and outward, that had forgotten 


| the days of their Diſtreſs, and 5 


where the Lord firſt found them 


out, and had cauſed the offence 
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2. of, 
of the Croſs to ceaſe, and had 


gotten into Eaſe and Liberty. 


Oh! how did ſuch fall in with 


them, to the grief of the Souls 
of the Faithful. 


And in that day of great trou- 


ble, greater was our Sorrow for 


the Loft of our Brethren, than 


for all our Per ſecutions, or loſs 
of Goods, or all other Abuſes of 
what kind ſoever; for indeed, 
great was our Sorrow on every 
hand, and my Soul was moſtly 


concerned for rhe Lord, and his 
bleed Truth and Teſtimony. 


Oh! how did my Heart pant after 
the Lord, and my Soul Traveled 
1 Night and Day before him, for 
ſtrength to ſtand a faithful wit- 
= neſs for the living God, whom J 
had made a Covenant with in the 
days of my bitter bewailings, 
= when my Soul lay in diſtreſs and 
borror; where the Lord firſt met 
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with 


7” - 9009 

wich me, when I was bewailing 
/ my felf in bitter lamentation; 
M ſaying in my Heart, Oh that 1 
8 
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could find out 4 Cave in the Earth, 

wherein I might go and mourn out 
m days in ſorrow, and fee Man no 
ore; or that the Lord would be 
\ | pleaſed to accept of me upon any 
terms; or if my Life would be a- 
cepted of for a Ranſom for my Soul, 

| 1 would be very willing to part with 

| it. The Cry many a time ran 
© through my Heart, O Lord what 
hall I do to be ſavea. 

Oh! the Appearance of the. 
Lord in that State was very pre- 
cious to me, I very gladly centred 
into Covenant with him, to ſerve 
him for ever, if he would redcem 
my Soul from Death, and from 

under the Power of him that was 
too ftrong for me. And ſeeing 
the Lord in his Infinite Mercy = 
was ſo good and gracious: unto © 
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me, as to give me my Hearts de: 
ſire, how could I forget it? No, 
rather let my right hand forget her 
Cunning, and my Tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth, before I 
ſhould forget to pay my Vows and 
Promiſes to the Lord, in the days 
of my diſtreſs. = 
And now to come to the Mat- 
ter concerning this Libertine Spi- 
rit. In the aforeſaid Year 70. 
when they began their Work, 
the Prieſt's Son of our Town was 
one of the Jnfozmers, and his 
Curate was another. The Prieſt's 
Son bought him a New Sword, 


and Swore he would bath it in our 


Blood; and ſaid, it was no more 


Si to kill 2 Quaker, than it was 
#0 kill a Louſe. Thus they began 
their dreadful Work, which is 
too tedious to run through the 
Particulars: But they firſt NaiPd 
up our Meeting - Houſe Doors, 


and 
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and ſet a Guard before it; and 


it being on a Day that the Petty- 
Seſſions was kept in that Town 
of Kainſbam, four Miles from Bri- 


ſtol, there being ſeveral Juſtices 


there, they ſent the Bailiff and 


other Officers, attended with a 


great Company of Rabble, who 
came in great rage with Clubs, 


E and other Weapons, but the Lord 


was good and gracious unto us, 


and pave us ſtrength according 


to the day, and opened my mouth 


in a Teſtimony, for the encou- 


ragement of Friends, and in 


Praiſe to God, for counting us 


worthy to ſuffer for his Name 


and Truths ſake. And after me, 


another Woman, to the encoura- 
ging of Friends ; and the Power 


of the Lord was ſo livingly felt 


amongſt us, that our Enemies fell, 


that they could hardly ſpeak to Ml 
ask us our Names. But at kngth iſ 
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we were Fined 204. a · piece. But 
when Meeting ended, we came 
away rejoycing. And indeed 
there was great cauſe for it; for 
the Power of God was over all, 
to our great Comfort. 

But for all this, the Clouds ga- 
thered Blackneſs, and Storms 
raiſed higher and higher, and 
diſmal Days appeared; and ma- 
ny ſet their Wits at work, and 
Conſulted together how to Meet 
in Private, and out of the Ene. 
mies fight, And it was but a 
little time that our Meeting held 
together; for one. that had been 
a great Preacher of our Meeting, 
was ſoon weary with ſtanding in 
the Street, at our Meeting-Houſe 


d cor; and was greatly offended 


with us, for not leaving our Meet- 
ing Houſe, and come and meet 
with him in Private in his Dwel- 
ling: Houſe. And there ay” n 
ET itt le 


little Remnant that could nat con- 


form to the Will of Man, but 
feared the Lord, and dreaded to 


deny him before Men. 
Then R. W. who was John 
Story's great Aſſociate, whilſt the 


| aid J. S. Abode in our Parts, 
ſends a Meſſenger to tell us, ht 


if we would come and meet with 
him, and ſome others in. private, 


where (ſay they) we may ſit to- 
| gether in Quietneſs and Stilneſs, 


and wait upon the Lord, and enjoy 


the benefit of our Meeting; which 


will be better than ſtanding here in 


the Street, to be hurried. and 


thronged together, and haraly any 


time of ſtilneſs to wait upon God. 
A very plauſible Bait the Enemy 
had caft in their view, and in- 


deed too many were taken in the 


Snare. But when. T heard this 


Meſſage deliver'd fromthe Wiſe 


Preacher afore-nam'd, Oh! the 


| Concern 
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Concern that fell upon me, in 
conſideration of them that had 
been Preachers amongſt us many 
Years, that ſhould have been a 
ſtrength to the weak, and En- 
couragers of the People; and 
Legs to the Lame, and Eyes to 
the Blind; that ſuch Men ſhould 
have no more Courage, nor Zeal 

nor Love to the Lord and his 
bleſſed Truth. Oh! it became 
my great grief, and I Sorrowed 
Night and Day; Lord ſtrengthen 
thy weak ones, and make the 
little ones as ſtrong as Davia; 
give us Courage and Boldneſs to 
ſtand as Faithful Witneſſes for 
thy bleſſed Truth. And bleſſed 
for ever be the Lord our God, 
| he anſwered my Requeſt, and 
according to the Day, was our 
Strength renewed ;. bleſſed. be 
= that Hand that never failed us, 
nor any that put their truſt: in 
= him. : So 


4 


So they parted from us, and 


iii hes 
| left us as it were in the open 
Field to Encounter with our 

| Enemies; who the more Trium 


phed, and made a by-word of 
them and us; and cried out, here 
be the Fools, the Wiſe Men are 
gone. Aye ſay they, they have 
more wit than to meet ſo near the 
Juſtices's Flouſe to aggravate him, 
and ruine themſelves; they be Wiſe 
Men to ſave themſelves, and that 
they have; but theſe are the Fools, 
they will ruine themſelves do what 
we can; 4 poor Company of Igno- 
rant Fools, that knows not their 
right hand from their left; do you. 
think to ſtand againſt all the Powers. 
of the Earth? a Company of ſilly 
| ken © 125 N 
| Thus they pleaſed themſelves 
Lvith ſuch Diſcourſes, thus to loſe 
ground, which was a grievous 
Exerciſe to us, to hear any of our 
= Brethren, 
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. 
Brethren, which fhould have been 
as Valiants in Jſrael, and have 
gone before the little ones, like 
_ valiant Champions to have born 
- the brunt of the Battle ; that our 
Enemies might have ſeen their 
Courage and Valour for the Lord 
of Foſts ; that the Lord through 
his Inftruments might have been 
_ Glorified, and his bleſſed Name 
and Truth Honoured and Exalted 
overall; who alone is worthy of 
all Honour and Praiſe for ever- 
more. 

But if any ſhould ſay, Was 
this a diſcouragement to you little 
ones? No, our Fear and Zeal to- 
Wards God was increaſed; and I 
can ſay, to the Praiſe and Honour 
of his Everlaſting Name, my 
Cries and Supplications did aſcend 
= Night and Day unto the Lord, 
bor ſtrength to ſtand in my Lot 
and Teſtimony, and that! Nw 
—_ \ ze E 
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be made able to hold out to the 
| end. And for ever bleſſed be the 
Lord, he ſtrengthned my weak- 
neſs, and made the weak, as 
| ſtrong as David, and afforded his 
living Preſence amongſt us, to 
our great Comfort. But ſtill my 
Exerciſe increaſed, which drove 
me to a narrow Search, and a 
deep and pondrous Conſideration 
what ſhould be the Cauſe of my 
great Exerciſe ; crying to the 
Lord, Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do? wilt thou be pleaſed to make 
known thy Will concerning me? is 
there any thing lodgeth in my heart 
that offendeth thee; On parge it out 
I beſeech thee, ſearch my heart, and ʒ 
try my veins, for I love to be Ml 
ſearcht and tried. Lord, wilt thou * 
be better pleaſed with as, to go and 
meet with our Friends that are gone 
from us, is there Service there that © 
we know not of; or am I top for- 


ward, or over-zealons for thy Truth, 
To this Enquiry, the Anſwer fo 


your Meeting time, and place, te 
valiant for my Trath apon Earth, 


Ohl! bleſſed be his Eternal Name, 
no greater Honour does my Soul 
deſire, than to be preſerved in 
iS er. 
And another time in great Ex- 
erciſe it often ſounded in my 
Heart, I will gather from far, from 
the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, 
and they ſhall come and ſit down 
in the Kingdom, with Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, and the Children 
of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out. 
; Oh the Concern that tell upon me, 
and the Cry to the Lord, Save 
be Children of the Kjnedom;;. Oh 
__ gather from far, and Frin near 
hem that are afar off, but j = the 


ſuited my enquiring Heart: ey 


and I will Crown joa wth honour. 
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ching was my daily and hourly 
' | Exerciſe ; many times iaying 
' I within my felt, 0h Lord, ſave the 
; | Children of the Kingdom, or take 
nme to thy ſelf, whilſt thy mercy is 
continued anto me; let me not live 
to be caſt out of thy Kzngdom. 
: Thus the Lord gently led me 
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in thefe things, tending to- . 
* Þ wards this Service and Teſtimo- | f 
my that he was pleaſed to lay up- Wl 
on me to bear; which was the 1 
very greateſt that ever T met iff 
' Þ withal. For ſtill my Exerciſe in- 
„ creaſed, my inward pains grew 1 
ſtronger and ſtronger, my Heart 
uas troubled within me, my Mi 
Eyes were asa Fountain of Tears. 


and I cried out, Woe is me that 
, ever I was Born. Ob! what is the 
matter that all my Bowels ſeem to 
* I # diſplaced, Then the word ran 
through my Heart, My Indigne- 
> NN thn is kindled, and my Anger is 
| US VVV 


5 ==} 
waxen hut againſt this People, and 
my Controverſie ſhall be with them; 
and the time is coming, that they 
will bring more diſbonour to my 
Name and Truth, than is brought 

H open Prophaneneſs, and thou ſbalt 
be an Inſtrament to proclaim it in 
their Ears, Which made me to 
tremble before the Lord, crying, 
ee it, wie ibu reg, 
bad things of me? Lord look 
i pun my affiittions, and lay no more 
upon me than I am able to bear. 
They will not bear me that am 4 
contemptible Inſtrument. And ſes. 
ing they deſpiſe. the Service of Wo 
men ſo much, O Lord make uſe of 
them that are more Worthy. And 
I often times cried to tha Lord to 
remove it from me, ſtill crying 
out of my Unworthigeſs, 0% 
how unfit an I for ſuch Servict 
al be made Worthy, that * 


N 


low in my Frar.— we conti- 


nued under our great Suffering, 


a poor little Remnant, as one may 
term it, was in the open Field, to 


encounter with our Enemies. But 


for ever magnified be the Name 


and Power of our God, his pre- 


ſence was our Life and'Strength, 


and according to the | Day, was 
Strength given. Whereof we 


had great cauſe to ſay, Good is 


the Lord, and his mercies endare for 


ever. And we had cauſe to praiſe 
his Name, for that he had made 
us worthy to ſuffer for his Name 
and Truths fake ; and keeping of 
us faithful to ſtand for our God, 

and confeſs him before Men. For 
Lean ſay to his Praife, I was 


more encouraged in all times of 
Perſecution, wherein I might bear 
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my Teſtimony for the Lord, that ü 
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# wo | 


had. redeemed my Soul from 


| Death, and raiſed me out of the _ 
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Pit of Miſery, that I rejoyced to 
do the will of the Lord; for it 
was more to me, than all that 
ever my Eyes beheld, and to ſtand 
'a faithful Witneſs for him. 
I was conſtrain'd in the fear 
and dread of the Lord, to warn 
them of the dreadful Day of the 
Lord, and to call them to Re- 
pentance for their unfaithfulneſs. 


lĨ!bus we went on in our continual 


Exerciſe, and in the ſtrength of 
the Lord, and by the aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Power, were born up 
3 5 
But now to come to what is 
moſt before me, that all may un- 
derſtand how the Enemy works 
in a Myſtery, and under a fait 
Pretence to betray the precious 
Life, and from the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel, which is Fooliſhnels 
to the Wiſdom of the World. 


In 
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in Wileſhire, where I heard much 

of J. S. his goings on. He had 
much reflected upon ſeveral Wo- 
men for bearing their Teſtimony: 


about to Preach. And ſaid, that 
Paul did abſolutely forbid Wo- 


crying Home. And furthermore, 


02 73 Wy 1 
Ina this troubleſome time, it 
came in my heart to viſit Friends : 


againſt that Spirit; and I met 


with two good Women that had 


been upon the Service of Truth, 
and had a good Teſtimony. He 
grieved them, bidding them go 


Home about their Buſineſs, and 


waſh their Diſhes, and not go 


men to Preach; and ſent then 


he counſelled Friends to uſe Chri- 
ſtian Prudence, and e 


what is ſaid in Scripture, I ow 
are perſecuted in one City, | flee fo 


another, So he would have them Mi 
to alter the Day and Time of * 1 
their uſual Meeting, And there 
E Wa. 1 7 
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was a little Meeting in a dwel. 
ling Houſe, and he importuned 
them to remove it, or alter the 
Time'; and the Woman Friend 

of the Houſe was ſoon gained, 
not being ſo zealous for the Truth 
as ſhe ſhould have been. Her 
Husband being more faithful, 
would not be caught in that 
Snare. She fell at difference with 
Him, and ſaid; Doſt thou think 
Gad doth not reveal his Secrets to 
«ſuch as J.. S. more than we? yes 
4 furely, and if the Lord is plea- 
ed to Save us, and what we 
_ * have, and make him an Inſtru- 
ment, why ſhall not we receive 
* his Counſel. A very ſubtile 

Bait to catch the poor Ignorant 

People in. Oh this was a great 

grief to the ſincere hearted, it 

cauſed many to know Days and 
= Niplitsof Sorrow. But ſtill this 
Teſtimony always lived in my 
_ A + Heart, 


1 M 
a Heart, that Gods Anger was 
] kindled againſt that Spirit that 
bad turned their backs on Truths 
I Teſtimony ; and. was not only 


fallen into that Snare themſelves, 
1 but endeavoured to enſnare many 
r more. The concern ot it began 


to come over me, inſomuch that 
t I dreaded to go to a Meeting, 
1 for fear that Teſtimony would 
be required of me; but the time 
o was not yet come. „ 
8 But there came a faithful Ser- 
b vant of the Lord to our Meeting, ³ 
0 whoſe Name was Miles Halleadl,⁵ 


- who was wonderfully endowed 
0 with the Power of the Lord, and 


e great diſcerning; he came to ſee 
t me, and ſaid, My Love runs 
it © unto thee, and that for the 
it “ works ſake that is in thee ; for 
d © God will require hard things of 
is „ thee, thou little thinkeſt What 
Lis at work in thy Heart; tbe 
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«Lord God of my Life keep the 
Faithful, my Prayers ſhall be 
«for thee, as often as T have 
t thee in remembrance;thou art as 
my own Life, and Sealed in my 
* boſom, I cannot forget thee, fo 
dear Child fare thee well; the 
Lord my God hath ſent me 


& forth once more, and when I 


« return Home, he will cut the 
* Thread of my Life in two. And 
ſo it was. But oh the goodneſs 
ol the Lord with that Salutation 

Over flowed my whole Heart, and 


"1 melted my Bowels into tender- 


neſs, and my Eyes as a Fountain 
of Tears; ſaying within my ſelf, 


=_ =< What am I but a poor helpleſs 


Creature, and am not worthy 
4 of the leaſt of theſe great Fa- 
_* yours and Mercies that the dear 

_ « Servant of the Lord is ſpeaking 
= <©of: And ſurely if the Lord be 
wih me, why is it thus with 
| JJ on ns « me? 
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« me? I am under great Exerci- 


« fes daily, and Straits man- 
' « ſometimes it ſeemed to me, as 
«if the Lord had withdrawn 
* himſelf from me, which cauſed. 
4 great Sorrow of Heart, But in 
a little time after, our Lots being 


caſt at Briſtol, where John 


Story was moſt of his time, the = 
heighth of Perſecution being a 


little over, then he could Preach: 
one hour after another, whilſt 


one word would hang to another, 


to the hindrance of ſeveral Fra- 


velling Souls, that have been in 


Travail, and pained at the very 
Heart for a little time, to eaſe 


their Spirits, and diſcharge their - 
Duty, that all might have been 
comforted together. But.in the- 


room of that, a Cloud of Dark» 


neſs hath come over, which hath _ 
made many to groan, under it, 
But oh! the dreadful' Agony | 
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TY 
which I have been in to come 
forth with that Teſtimony that 
had lived with me, that I had 
been ſo long confirmed in. Ma- 
ny Nights and Days, and Weeks 
and Months have I gon on in 
Sorrow and Pain, and have eaten 
. no. pleaſant Bread. And many a 
time have I lain down in Sorrow, 
and watered my Pillow with my 
Tears, crying out, Ob Lord what 
will become of me, and what ſball I 
do? And the Lord ſaid, 4 Teſti- 
mon) I do require of thee, Then 


_ I ſaid, O Lora, if thou wilt open 


any heart to declare of thy goodneſs, 
and what thou haſt done for thy Peo- 
ple, and to tel of thy Noble Acts, 
and thy manifold Mercies, how rea- 
ay ſhould I be to do it; but theſe are 
Lars things, who can bear them. 
Ihus I did reaſon with the 
Tord, till my Burthen became 


4 


C3. 
too heavy for me to bear, And 
when I have gone forth in my 
' Lawful Concerns, and have ſeen 
any of them, pains did take hold 
of me, and diſtreſs of Mind, and 
anguiſh of Spirit did ſeize upon 
me; infomuch that I ſought out 
private Places to mourn in; ſay- 
ing, What ſhal I do? ſend me o 
a Nation of a ſtrange Language, 
whoſe face I never knew, and make 
uſe of 4 better Inſtrument for this 
great Work ; they will not bear me, 

who am a contemptible Inſtrument, 
neither do I know whether any of 
them will receive my Teſtimony. 

For there was not one that 
knew for what I went through 
ſuch great Exerciſes ;- for many 
Friends have ſaid, That I had 
ſomething that lay weightily up- 
on me; inſomuch that I could 


hardly go on my feet; and thex 


wondred that I did not give up MK 
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unto it, and ſaid that I hurt my 
ſelf, and the Meeting too. 

Ol cannot but greatly admire 
the Infinite Mercies and Loving 
Kindneſs of the Lord, and his 


beg, forbearance with me, in 


that he did not cut me off in my 
Diſobedience to him, when 1 
knew what he required of-me, as 
well as I knew my right hand 
from my left, and would not o- 


| iq bey him. But ſtill I reaſoned, 


and cried out, What ſpall I do? 


And. I ht that if any one 


had Born timony in Publick 
before me, Id better have 


born it; but: I-rq be one of the 


firſt, ſuch a contemptible one as J, 
I thought I could not do it. But 


what Mercy did not do, Judgment 


did; for the Lord was pleaſed to 
lay his Hand heavy upon me, and 
with his Correcting Rod Cha- 
of 


W . | 
of the diſpleaſure of the Lord 
for my backwardneſs to his Re- 
virings, than ever I did for my. 
drm Tranſpreffioa. For I may 
ſay, as true as ever Jonah was- 
plunged into the Deep, and his 
Head wraped about with Weeds, 
ſo was my Soul plunged into a 
Gulph of Miſery ; inſomuch that 
all hope of ever finding favour _. 
with God again, was hid from 


me, and I left in Sorrow to La» 
ment, as one without hope. |} 
Oh! how did my Heart La- 
ment, and my Soul Languiſh 


Night and Day; and T ſaid, O50 
' that the Lord Whuld be pleaſed to 
ſhew Mercy once more, and to raiſe 


up my Life again, and redeem my —_— 
Soul out of this horrible Pit where- 


in I am held as with Chains, and 
bring me to my former State again, 
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and require what thou pleaſeſt, and 
Iwill obey thy Voice, uu 1 


Io OR - = Woods 
ſhould be bated of all Men upon the 
face of the Earth, 
And before I could take any 
reſt, I madea deep Engagement 
unto the Lord, to do whatſoever 
he required of me, if he would 
give me ſtrength, and be with 
me. So when Firſt Day Morn- 
ing came, I had a great Concern 
upon me; and when I fate down 
to wait upon the Lord, the Power 
of the Lord ſeized on me, which 
made me to tremble; inſomuch 
that my Bones were ſhaken, and 
my Teeth chattered, and I was 
in a great Agonyy and ſtanding 
up, with a dreadful 'Teſtimony, 
and Proclaiming God's Contro- 


=  verſie with the Exalted and High 


h aur the Profeſſors of Truth, 


and ſuch as had departed from 


the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
= Chriſt, with ſuch God's Anger 


Was waxen hot, and his Indigna- 
Ws - tion 
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tion burned, and I warned them 


ſhort as I could. Then a Friend 


ſtood up with a great Concern 
upon him, ſaying, A Living Te= - i 
ſtimony # the God of Heaven and 
Earth raiſing up amongſt the poor 


and contemptible ones, that ſhalt 


| ftand over your heads for evermore. 


So he went on in great Power 
and Authority, and the Power of 


the Lord was greatly manifeſted . 
amongſt us that day. O Glory _ 


be to his Everlaſting Name for 


evermore, faith my Soul, for his | 
bleſſed appearance to us that day, 


and all other of his Mercies at 


* 
—. 


all times, who returned me an 
hundred fold into my boſom, af- 
ter all my unworthy conſulting 
1 the motions of the Spirit 

| ofſo merciful and compaſſionate a ü 
Father, whoafter he had Corrected 
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to Repent while they had a day, | 
and more to that effect, but as 


(34). 
me, iv d me into favour a- 


gain; oh Glory to him for ever- 
more. For when I had cleared 


. my Conſeience; O the Peace and 


- - Comfort and Conſolation that 1 

received from the Lord, was 
more to me than all the World, 
85 8 or the Friendſhip of it. * LN. 
- © So fome time — ty John Story 
4 and Three of his Party came to 


my Houſe to Rebuke me, and 


Was very high, and ſpoke great 
_ Fwelling words, thinking thereby 
to — me. John Story 


asked me What I had to lay to his 


Charge, and what I had againſt him? 
I told him, What I had againſt 
bim, I never received from Man, 
nor -by an information from any 
one; but what I have againſt thee, 
1 from the Evidence of God in my 
on Conſcience, The Evidence of 


| = od in thy Conſcience (laid he in 
2 deriding manner) #hat is not 
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- . | 
eee 
| ſufficient for thee. I ſaid it was 
ſufficient for me; by what elſe 
' ſhould I try Spirits with, but by the 
Evidence of God in my own Conſci- 
ence. So he ſaid again, that was 
not ſufficient for me. My Husband 
| faid, John, to what wilt thou bring 
us now? Haſt not thou and all 
other Friends directed us to Gods 
« Witneſs in our own Conſcience, 
and now thou ſayſt it is not ſuffi 
cient, And he ſaid again, it is 
voc ſufficient, unleſs thou couldeſt 
bring Witneſs that I had done ſome - 
Evil Action, and what could I ac= 
| cuſe him of; or elſe what ſignifies Wi 
it to have ought apainſt bim. 
„Ic could have laid enough to his if 
þ Charge, of his manner of going - 
on in time of Perſecution; but 
being willing to be ſhort with I 
him, I faid ; I have this to ſay to 
thee, that thy ways and manner in 
public Meetings, is much WE 1 
5  " +» +." ne. 
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thing be revealed to him that ſit- 
teth by, the firſt is to be filenr, 
And thou wilt take up the whole 

time of the Meeting, although there 
hath been many that have been con- 


cerned before thy face, and that 


greatly ; ſo what thou doeſt, is 


not tenorantly, but wilfully, He 
anſwered me very angrily, and 


faid, If I do do fo, what canſt thou 


male of that? 1 did ſay thou art 
out of the Order of the Goſpel, for 


it is ſaid, the Church may Ex- 


_erciſe one by one; and thou dbeſt 


not as thou wouldeſt be done by. 


And further I told him, that this 


was not his Place to abide here 4 


=. Preaching, and burthening the Souls 
ebe Innocent; but thy Place is 
1 


to return Home into the North, 


= 41d be reconciled to thy Brethren, 
= - Gefore thou go to offer thy Gift. 
= So many great ' ſwelling words 


proceeded 


4 


(#7). 


. from him, and his x 
Three Friends which were with 


him; and ſo went away forely 1 
diſpleaſed. "oY 
And their Rage increaſed to- 


wards me, and many Faithful 
Friends. (Many were concerned 
that had ſitten under their dead 


Miniſtry) but moſtly againft me, 


for diſcharging my Duty, in obedi- 


ence to what the Lord required of 


me, and committed to my Charge; 
concerning that Spirit which did 
for ſome time endeavour to Lord 
over God's Heritage ; | which 


made many ſenſible ones go bow- 


ed down many a time; my Soul 
is a living Witneſs; with man 
more, of what I have here decla- 
red; which is but little: of their 
Perſecution towards me, in con- 


ſideration of what follows after. 
For the Lord was pleaſed to con- 
tinue my Exerciſe in that City, 
. where 


„ 

where John Story Abode much off 
his time. And ſeveral more of 

that Spirit oſtentimes frequented 

thither in that time of Exerciſe 

with that Spirit. And the Lord 

was pleaſed to make me ſo ſen- 

=_ {ſible of them, that in the Night 

_ Scaſon I had many a ſore and 
= - hard Travail upon my Spirit, when. 
I knew not of any of them by 

any information from any one. ' 

Then did I make my moan unto 

the Lord, crying in ſecret ; Oh 
what ſhall I do to go through 

 *@* ſuch hard things. O that I 
« may be excuſed this day, or 

=_ * that thou wilt be pleaſed to 
keep me in Silence this Day; 
=_ *<* then ſhould I be very willing 
= ** to go to Meeting to wait upon 
« thee, and to fit under the ſha- 
dow of thy wing with great 
= < delight, where thy Fruit will 
mw © be pleaſant to my taſte. Then 
n l . 
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it would come up before me, the 
Covenant that I made with the 


Lord in the days of my diſtreſs, | 


when all the World, and the 
Friendſhip of it, would not yield 
me one dram of Comfort to my 
poor diſtreſſed Soul. Then did 
[ promiſe. the Lord in that day, 
which was Twenty Years before 
that, that if he would redeem my 
Soul from Death, and give me 
aſſurance of Life, I would Serve 
him all my days, if he would 
give me Strength, and be with: - 
me; for I mattered not what I. 


went through for his Names ſake. 


And it would often come up be 


fore me, that they that followed 


the Lord,. and loved him moſt, 
did whatſoever he Commanded 
them. Oh! I cannot but admire 


the long forbearance and loving IJ 


kindneis of the Lord, that he 
bad not cut me off in my gain». 
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ſaying, and unfaithfulneſs; for I 
never wanted the aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit, in giving up to his 
Requirings, bleſſed be the Holy 
Name of our Lord God, and the 
right Arm of his Strength for 
evermore, who alone hath been 
our keeper and preſerver to this 


very day, Glory be to his Great 


Name for evermore. 
Now I ſhall give a little Ac- 
count of one Meeting in Briſtol, 
which was one of the greateſt 
Exerciſes that ever I met with, 
or ever went through ſince I had 
a remembrance. When I was 
going to the Meeting, I had a 
_ great Exercife upon my Spirit, 
and knew not for what 1 after 
ſome time of waiting upon the 
Lord, I ſaw my Service, for J. Sto- 
ry was there, who came into By i- 
Fol the Night before; and ſeveral 
Friends had warned him not 10 


come 


” awd 
. 


JT S.CT. 


whilſt he was a ſpeaking; But I 


F 
come and offer his gift, till he was 


if he did, they did believe that 


another to bear Teſtimony openly 
againſt him. But I knew not of 
it till afterward, for if I had, I 
believe my Service would not 
have been ſo hard and ſtrange 
unto me. But whilſt he was a 
Declaring, a great Cloud came 
over the Meeting, and I was 
reatly exerciſed in my Spirit; in- 
omuch that the Lord conſtrained = 
me to cry Woe to that Spirit that 
dimned the Glory of the Lord, and 
woe that Pot that the Scum remains 
in it, for in it is the broath of abo- 
minable things, ſuch as the Lords 


the Lord would concern one or 


Soul loatheth, and the Souls of bis 


People alſo, Oh how it ran thro” 
me again and again, and I was 
preſſed in my Spirit to declare it, 


— was 
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was ſenſible what a diſturbance 


it would be in the Meeting. I 


. would fain have forborn till he 


bad done, but J durſt not; for I 
aas afraid to ſpeak, and afraid 


to keep ſilent. For if I had been 


= flilent, I knew that I ſhould have 


withſtood. the Spirit of the Lord 
m my own- Conſcience. But I 
ſtrove againſt it, by reaſoning, 
_ and/ſaying, Oh that the Lord would 


be pleaſed to excuſe me this dq, 


and that I might not loſe his favour, 
then I ſhould have accounted my 
felf happy. But all this reaſoning 
would not do that Service that 
God had for me to do that day. 
But when I found no way to pals 
it by, I ſtood up to clear my 
Confcience, and diſcharge my 


Duty in the ſight of God. And 


when I conſider'd the low Eſtate 


and weak Condition that I had 


been in that day; O'the Lords 


Strength 
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Strength ſuſtained” me, for ac- 
cording to the day was ſtrength 


given me, Glory to his Everlaſt- 
ing Name for evermore, faith 

my Soul, for his bleſſed reward 
was returned into my boſom, 
and he renewed my Strength, 

and raiſed up my Life in Domt- 
nion over all their oppoſition I 1 
And thus, Reader, I have gi - 
ven this ſhort account of the go- 
ing forth and work of that Spi- 
rit; ſince which, I have ſeen 


a withering and decay come up- 


on it, near Twenty Years having 
ſince paſsd over my Head. 


O the many unchriſtian · like 
Treatments that have been 


brought forth by that Spirit; 


and how have ſome of them ⁵ü 


Writ and Printed againft Truth | 

and its good order, and how _} 

have they turned their backs = RW 
CCF 


22 p 
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fo ts 94 * c 
the day of Battle, 4) have leſt 
their Brethren in the hands of 
their Enemies. O how grievous 
have their Actions been ſince the 
Year 70. Now let all conſider 
whether that Teſtimony that God 
raiſed in my heart in that time of 
my great diſtreſs, and great bow- 
ings down, and bitter bewailings, 

when the Lord anſwered me for 
what my great Exerciſe came up- 
Mm me was not true; for I can 
truly fay I went under the Ex- 
1 800 of their backſliding many 

a time. And the Lord was ple. 
ſed to exerciſe me, and to cauſe 
me to go through a Vail of Tears, 
and a Land of Drougth, in order 
to humble me, and that I might 
bow 0 his will, and obey him 
in all things; for Obedience is bel. 
ter than Sacrifice, and to hearken 
to the voice of the Lord, is better 
Shan the fat of Rams. And (her 


>. 7609) * 
zs no hearing of his gracious voice, 

but by humbling under his migh- 
ty Power, and ſubjecting che Mind 
je | unto his will; then doth he make 
er known his mind and will, and 
d then bleſſed are they that hear his 
of word, and obey it; and bleſſed 
w- are they that know his will, and 
s, do it; O bleſſed be his Eternal 
or Name for ever, and for ever- © 


p- more, ſaith my Soul, for all his 


an Mercies, and Favours, and Bleſ=  « 


'x- ſings, and good Gifts, and To- 
ny kens of his gracious Love that he 

2. ¶ hath beſtowed upon me, ever 
ſince T have had a remembrance. 

Firſt, ' in keeping me out of the 
Evil of the World in my; young 
and tender years, and preſerved 
me from falling into many, and 
various and great Temptations, 
of which I had a great Share in 
the days of my tender years; and 
then for taking mn, | 


e 

and leading me in his way, and 
allo opened my Spiritual Eye, 
that I might ſee the way that 
led towards his Glorious King. 

| dom; and for his preſerving of 
miete to this very day alive in his 
gRleſſed and Glorious Teſtimony; 
and all theſe his manifold Mer. 
cies, which are all in my view at 
this time. And in the remem- 
-brance of them my heart is truly 
-bowed, and with hearty Thank. 
giving do return unto my Hes. 
venly Father all Glory, and Ho- 
nour, Praiſe, and everlaſting 
.. Renown be given unto my God, 
9 and our dear Lord and Saviour 
=_ Chriſt Jeſus, who it ſitting upon 
= His Throne, Judging in Rightc 
_— ouſneſs, and Sway ing his Sceptre ; 
in Holineſs; who is worthy for # 
ever to be Feared, Honoured, » 
and Obeyed, Saith my Soul, a * 
this time, and for 1 0 
Büs | | if 
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And now my dear Childr 
it further lives in oy FAG to 
leave ſome of the Teſtimonies: 


that the Lord was pleaſed to la 


upon me in that time of great 


Suffering in Briſto!, and near unto 


) 


. 
It. ö | &. * 


| eee, „ c 
la the Year, 1680. I was 


greatly concerned to go to the 


Mayor of B-iſtol with this Tefſti-* © _ 
mony, on their Seſſions Day in 


the Morning, waiting at his Door 
tor his riſing from his Bed, I met © 
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with him going through one of * | 
his Rooms, before he was full 


| Ready, and ſaid unto him, T', 
God of Heaven and Earth hath + 
conſtrained me this Night and 


Morning to come unto thee mit, 


this Teſtimony ; therefore don't lay 
it by thee, as a thing not worth thy 
minding, but Read it, and well 


£ clear 


weigh and gonſider what is written 
therein; for could 1 have been 
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bt = oF | ber in the fight of God in not 


-coming, 1 had not been here this 
"Which Tefimony was as fol 


"His is.to the May or, Al- 
« dermen, .and Officers of 
< all forts, and all that have a 
© hand in Ferſecuting of the Righ- 


mW  * tcous Saints and Servants of the 


© moſt High God, called Quakers, 
© who are near and dear unto the 


lord, as the Apple of his Eye; 
_ <and the Lord hath ſaid in the 
_ * Scriptures of Truth, Touch not 


© mine Anointed, and do my Pro- 
s 10 harm. . Now conſider 
you People of all 8 who 


> frequently ; among yo 
do you i ul ule of 
them, as a /4 e notice what 
is written THIN {urely they 


A < ware goon forth for a better 
> * purpoſe 3 
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© purpole; for the Lord our God,” 4 
© who is full of compaſſion, - — 
bowels of Love towards the 
work of his own hands, hath' 

in the riches of his Love provi- 
” | <ded a. way wherein People 
; might eſcape his wrath and 


* fierce vengeance ; I ſay the 
Lord hath placed a meaſure of | 
© his. good Spirit in your Hearts, 
* that never conſented to Sin; the | 
which if you would give up to 
be guided by it, it would make 

you happy for ever; it would 3 
teach you to do unto all Men, as 
; you would all Men ſhould do 
undo you; this is a good Leſſon 
ö * for you to Learn, this would - 
1 — ou Honourable in the 
A | * fight of the Nations, and Beau- 
tiki you in the ſight of the Peo-". ⁵ 
ble; then no rending, wearing. 
* nor devouring, neither making” - 
Chavock, nor ſpoiling of our 
3 F 2 Sal, 


SF woe ys w_T 


9 


2 


44 pt no Impriſoning of the | 


Servants of the moſt High God, 


for the anſwer of a good Con- 
< ſcience; no beating and throw- 


© ing of the Ancient and Feeble, 
* becauſe they cannot ſo haſtily 
out of the way, as your 4 


« ſty wills would have them; O! 
©the God of Heaven will plead 


© for theſe things; and a Day of 


Reckoning will the Great Ter- 


== rible and Mighty Jehovah, who 


© is the God of the whole Earth 


call for, and Dreadful and Ter- 


« rible will he be in his Pleading, 


Oh who will be able to ſtand 


© before him, who is like a devou- 


| © riog Fire, and all the Wicked, 


bY Seri tures of 'Truth. | 
| ow O ye Rulers and Peo- | 

e _ of all forts, read the Scrip- 
6 4 "Wy; and {ee what became dice 


and all that forget God, ſhall be 
nas ſtubble before him, ſaith the : 


75 * oy th. YE ir NN N 4 1? 1 
Se 7 \ pn | 
1 * „ W 9 N 
J 
* | 
| ſ 


fan) = ©. 
* the Perſecutors in days paſt, for 


they were written and left upon 


Record for the comfort of them 
© that live the Life of them, and 


for warning of the Wicked and 
© Ungodly. Now confider Dives W 
ia the Days of his Health, how 


* he fared ſumptuouſly every day, 
and conſidered: nat poor Laza- 


© rus, that begged at his Gate. 


0h how hard- hearted was he; 


© but what became of him? and 


* what a dreadful Place of Tor- 
ment is prepared for the Wick. 


ed and for the Ungodly, where- 


in they are made to cry out 
© when jt is too late, for one 


drop of Water to cool their 


Tongues, and it ſhall not be 


granted them. Therefore for 


the Lord's ſake, and for your 


down Soul's ſake, Repent, left 


you periſh, to all Eternity, if 


* you Repent not. Wherefore 
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Wl 4th Call of the Lord is once 
|= more ſounded in thee, O City 
| 


of Briſtol, and to the Inbabi. 
<rants+hereof 3 Oh Repent, Re- 
« pent before it be too late, and 
© break off thy Sins by true Re- 
pentance, and thy Tranfgreſ- 
ſion by ſhewing Mercy; Plead 
the Cauſe of the Innocent, and 
let the Oppreſſed go free; and 
be not worſe than them of old, 
* whocryed, Help O Men of Ifra- 
el, & c. But now there is a Com- 
pany of Rude Boys, and Rab. 
s ble of the haſeſt ſort, with the 
© Officers, thronging in amongſt 
© us, preſling of us together with. 
d out mercy, and the Officers 
= *©themſchves taking of us by the 
Arms, and throwing us along, 
until we can hardly recover our 
= © ſelves; and pulling off the Mens 
Hats, and throwing them from 
3s Sno teak wh ag] . and hale to 
= 5255 Priſon 


as 
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«Priſon many in a Day. Oh be 
ye aſhamed, ye Rulers, and all 
that have a hand in this work; 
Oh dread and tremble before the 
Great and Terrible God that 
made you, and gave you breath, 
and being; for he is able too 
© daſh you in pieces like a Pot- 
ters Veſſel, and to take away ; BM 
your breath, and to lay you as WM 
dead Men before him. There- 
fore conſider it before it Be too”. ü 
© late, and before the days f 
your Calamity come upon you, 
and the Arrows of the Almighty- ü 
* ſtick faſt in your Livers, and. 
© there will be none to help you, KM 
nor to deliver out of his hands; WM 
for the Lord will aſſuredly viſit 
*this Nation, and that for the- 
* Treachery. and Curſed Oaths, 
Pride and Oppreſſion of man 
* therein, whoſe Sins have reach- þ} 
ed unto Heaven. And it is the 


his deſtroying Angel amongſt 
© them, and ſhall thin them; 
great will be your Sorrow, Pain, 
__ ©and Perplexity, Terror and A. 

* mazement, Horror and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit; alas, for the 


Day will be great, who ſhall 


be able to ſtand in it, but the 
pure in heart, and them that 
have made the Lord Jehc va 


their Choice, and love him a- 


5 


bove all things, as well in times 


b of Peace, as in times of Diſtreſs, 
* ſuch ſhall dwell with the Lord 


* 


COS G0 ĩ⅛ͤ Ü“!!! 
And now, O you Magiſtrates, 
* confider what you are a doing; 
+ and you that are Fathers of 
Children, oh diſhonour not your 
gray hairs ſo much, as that you 


«ſhould be found nouriſhing of 


$ conſider 


"IF 


IEG. © 
| * conſider your Places, and where-- 
fore the Lord Created you, it 
© was to Serve him, and not to 
Serve Sin, nor Uncleanneſs. 
And wherefore did the Lord our 
God, who is Rich in his Mer- 
& cies, ordain Means or a Way 
_ * whereby Men might eſcape the 
Snare, but that he would have 
all to do well, and live in his 
* favour for ever. Oh! be you 
all awakened this day, and be 
you rouzed up, and Sleep not in 
Security, for Deſtruction is near i 
*if you do not ſpeedily Repent. 
Oh conſider the Sadomites of old, MM 
* how they were toiling, and - 
thing would ſatisfie them but 
the Servants of the moſt High 
_ * God, that he had ſent to warn 
them; and inſtead of being 
warned by them, they the more 
* provoked the Juſt- and Holy 
God, who willeth not the death - 


F | 
* 


of Sinners, but had rather they 
=_ * would return and live; and 
therefore hath he ſent his Ser- 
2 — * er — warn the 
People; that by taking warn · 
ing they might eats the wrath 
of the moſt High God, that all 
are liable to fall into, that are 
adding Sin unto Sin. And tru- 
Ivy I know nothing more likely 
co draw down the vengeance of 
the Dreadful and Terrible God, 
than to cruelly uſe his Children, 
= © and to make them to groan un- 
der their Oppreſſion, as Pharaoh 
did in his day; until their 
= un pierced the Ears of the 
Lord, and he faid, I have heard 
= © the groanings of my People, and 
lam come down to deliver 
them. And truly our God is the 
ſame, as great in Power, and as 
mighty to deliver at this day, as 
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if you do thus go on, as ou 
6 he already ry f your 1 
will be ſhorten'd, and you ſhall” ü 
not proſper. Therefore conſi- 
eder it in time, I intreat you, as 
you tender the good of your 
* own Souls, and your Childrens, 
be not Patterns of Cruelty to 
© ſucceeding Generations, leave 
not your Names upon Record 
for ſuch ungodly actions, and 
© unchriſtian-like dealings, as fer- 
ſecuting your honeſt Neighbours - _ | 
for keeping their Confciences WM 
void of offence towards God, ö 
and all Men; for it is becauſe 
we fear the great God of Hea- 
ven and Earth that made us, 
0 and gave us our breath and be- 
| ing, and durſt not betray: our 
Lord and Maſter, as Jada did 
in his day; but mark What be- 
came of him. I ſay, becauſe 
we durſt not deny the Lord, 
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nor wrong our own Souls, there- 
* fore are we Sufferers this day 
under your Cruelty. And as 1 
have already ſaid, that the Juſt 
and Righteous God of Heaven. 
and Earth, who will one day 
* plead with al People, .and not 
* one ſhall eſcape from his Tribu- 
2 nal Seat without a juſt Recom. 
bpbence of Reward for their deeds 
-  ** done in their Life time. I fay 
- .* apain, he is no Reſpecter of 
Fer ſons, he regardeth not the 
i Rich no more than the Poor, he 
.*is Juft in all his. Judgments, and 
equal in his ways, ever bleſſed and 
.* honoured be his worthy Name, 
and his honourable Truth, faith 
.'* my Soul, for ever, and for ever - 
-* more, Amen. 131 
= Theſe things have been wah 
= - 5 upon my Spirit, and for the 
-. clearing of my Conſcience have I 
. Ni them, deſiring your Mode- 
F ration 
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ration may appear, and that No- 
ble Spirit may ariſe in you, that 


was in them of old, who tried al 


. things, and held faſt that which 
mas good, However it be, whe- 


ther you will hear, or forbear, 
clear ſhall I be in the ſight of my 
God; who ſaid to his Servant in 
the days of old, If thou warn the 


Wicked, and the y turn not from 


their wickedneſs, jet thou haſt de» | 
» livered thy Soul, but his blood foal 4 
be upon his own "bead. 


Elizabeth Stirredge. 


- dani it faces liveth with m 2} 


to leave a Relation of our Su 
ferings, Trials, and Impriſon- 


ment in the Year, 1683. © A 
© That if it may fall to any off” 


your Lots to Suffer for Truths 


© TeſtifiO0h 


y, or for the anſwer | 


of a good Conſcience ; in any 


_ 


5 al whatever, I mean in things 
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„ relating to the anſwer of a good 


© Conſcience towards God, which 


you may be aſſured to meet 
. * withal during the time of yqur 


l 1 Pilgrimage here. Well T have 


4 this to ſay, and this Teſtimony 


to bear for the living God, and 


< his everlaſting Mercies, that a- 


mongſt the many Bleſſings and 
Favours and Deliverances that 


. © we are made partakers of from 


'. . xeat to year, for theſe Seven and 


Thirty Years; which bleſſed be 


the Name fand Power of our 
od, he hath made me a living 
- *© witneſs, and an enjoyer of his 
<bleffed Truth: And amongſt all 
the blefled Seaſons of his Love, 


_ _ © this was the greateſt of Mercies 
© unto me, for the God of Heaven 
and Earth was with us at our 
down: lying, and up- fffing; and 


Wit we ſlept, he kept us, and 


as pre- 
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© ſent with us, the right hand of 


© his Power upheld us, and his 


good Spirit ſuſtained us, and 
made hard things eaſie unto us, 


and bitter things ſweet. When 
« we awaked in the Night Seaſon, 
« Spiritual Groans aſcended unto 


© him, and in the Morning light, b | 
living Thankſgiving and high IM 


6 Praites was returned unto him 
© that liveth for evermore; wooo 
© was the God and Father of all 
our Mercies and Bleſſings, and 


gave us Strength, Courage and 


© Boldneſs to ſtand Faithful unto 


our Teſtimony, to the Praiſe of 


© the Lord. The terror of Evil 


Times did not affright us,though @: 
our Enemies determined our 


Ruine and Deſtruction, and 


of us. 


* pleaſed themſelves in afflicting ³ 
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The way and manner of our going 


to Priſon, and by whom we were 
Perſecuted. 


XE Robert Croſs, Prieſt of 
the Pariſh of Chen · mag na, 
in the County of Somerſet (whi- 


1 ther we removed ſome time be- 
fore, and where we then dwelt) 
who was a Gzeat Perlecutoz 


Twenty Years before, but had 


left it for ſome Years ; until he 
began afreſh with us, his Rage 
bdeing again renewed againſt 
Friends, for their faithfulneſs to 


the Lord, and his bleſſed Truth. 


= He was greatly offended, but 
= againſt me in particular was he 
= <cnraged greatly; to that degree, 
= that he ſaid; I/ he could bat live 


to ſee me Ruined, and my Husband 
for my ſake, he cared not if he died 


> 


next day, And that which enra- 


ged 


— 


ged him againſt me was, I being 


with a Neighbour that lay very 
weak, and on her Death-Bed, 


there being ſeveral of the ſaid 


Prieſt's Congregation, I had a 
Teſtimony amongſt them, decla- 
ring a Day of Mortality to them, 


which accordingly fell out to 


Three or Four in Two Weeks 


time, which was taken notice of; 


and the Prieſt being told of it, 


was enraged as aforeſaid, and 
contrived and made uſe of ſeve- 


ral Inſtruments for the carrying 
on of his Curſed Work. He ſent 


to the Neighbouring Juſtice, and 


threatned him, That it ſhould 
Coſt him an Hundred Pounds, if 
he did not put the King's Laws 
in Execution againſt the Qaaters, 
as the Juſtice told me himſelf, 
upon a time when they took me 


from a Burial, and had me be- 
tore them; the manner of which, 
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comes up before me at this 


time. 


It being my Lot to be at the 
Burial of a Daughter of one pro- 


peſing Truth, where I had a 


Teſtimony to the People, many 
being there of the Prieſt's Com- 

ny, which greatly offended 
him. The next Week after, tie 
Father of this young Woman dy- 
ing allo; the Day of his Burial 
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we, 1 


* 12 


with the Corps. And no ſooner 


the Multitude, but the Power of 
the Lord ſeized upon me, and 


hardly ſtand on my feet; hut by 
taking hold on a Friend that was 


ſten, haſten to Repent ance, and 4. 


Lord. This, and much more ran 


ens) 


were we come into the Yard, and 
made me to tremble, that T could 


near me, I ſaid; There is 4 Day 

coming in the which the God of 9 
Heaven and Earth will be too ſtrong il 
for the ſtout hearted amongſt ob; 
therefore Repent, and amend your 
Lives, while you have a Day, and _ |} 
4 Dime, for as the Tres falls, ſoit 
lieth, and as Death leaves, Jude. Wi 
ment finds, for there is no Repent- ; 
ance in the Grave; therefore ha- 
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mn 
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mendment of Life, Fi OF the Great | = J 
God of Heaven and Earth will thin 
this Nation, for the People are too 
many that are Sinning againſt the Þþ 
through me, for my heart- was. 
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opened, and my Spieit 8 en. 
larged by the mighty Power of 
4 Lord, and drawn forth in 
bowels IX Love towards the Peo- 
ole; for I ſaw the Tears running 
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down many Faces, and many 


faid, they would never be again 
as they had 3 And the Offi- 


cer ſtanding b Of me with a War- 


rant in his Pocket, he exceedingly 
trembled, and could hardly open 
the Warrant, without rending it, 
crying, Oh ! that I had been T wen- 
ty Miles from my Habitation, that 
IJ had not had a hand in this Work 
this Day; pray don't you take it il 
F me, for I am forced to it; you 
muſt go with me before the Juſtico, 
bat I wiſh 1 had been farther of, 
then I had had no hand in troubling 
of you, pray dont you be angry with 
me. I ſaid; don't be troabled [0 
much, I am not offended, 12 wil g 

with thee, 
80 


— 


(619 
(the Juſtices) one of them was © 
reatly enraged againſt me; he 
Maid, Tor are an Old Propheteſs, I 
know you of old; (he might well 


that T bore a dreadful Teſtimony 


I ſhould go to Priſon, and he would 
ruine my Husband; bat where i 


'- = varrant you, elſe he would have 
come with you, and not have ſaf. 
red you to be ſent to Priſon by 
Jour ſelf; you are 4 troubleſome 
% Moman, Parſon Croſs Complains 


ou, you ſcatter his Flock, at , 


„ Wl Have done him more injury than all 
e Quakers ever did; you made an 
i" Orion at the Daughters Grave the 
fo laft Week, and now at the Fathers 
80 4/0; you ſhall certainly go to Pri- 
„/n, that ſhall be the leaſt I will ao 
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lay ſo, for he was one of them 4,4 1 


amongſt Ten Years before.) fle 
greatly Threatned me, and faid, * Wi 


be? be careth little for you, I will 8 I i 


WR Cuns) 
_ wyto you. Thus he went on in 
an outrageous manner, and I 
ſtood before him, looking ſtead- 
= - faſtly upon him, and did not 
Anſwer one word in all this time; 
but he continued, and ſaid, Tor | 
are 4 ſubtil Woman, your Tongue 
is at Liberty when you are with 
. your Conventicle; but now you are 
Dumb nom you are come before us, 1 
will ſend you to Priſon. I aid, 1 
am not ſo much afrighted at a Pri- 
Jon, as thou thinkeſt I am; but if 
thou ſend me to Priſon, and ſhorten 
m days, becauſe of my Weakneſs, 
thou wilt but bring innocent Blood 
upon thy Head, and that will cry 
r. Vengeance. = 
HAN e faid unto me, Why do you 
4 ' break the King Laws then ? and 
_ hy don't you go to Church? * 
are running headlong into Popery. 
I deny the Pope, faid I, and 
his Actions. Do you love the 
TR. King, 
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3 wy 5 a L 10 AM 
Ning, aid he? Tes, ſai —_—_ 
do — not obey his Law then, laid * 
. be? 7 have broken no Law this da, 
7 Aaid I: I was at a Barial, and it 
0 breach of Law to Bury our 
„Dead. Well, ſaid he, you ſay you 
i have broken no Law, will Jou keep 
h % Kings Law for the time to 
come, and leave off holding Con- 
1 | venticles, and Preaching ? So far 
Js the Kings Laws do not wrong 
„my ren {aid I) I will keep 
them, but I will not wrong my 
Conſcience for the King, nor no 
Man elſe; and I do not know _ 
whether ever the Lord ma 2 
— _— 1 hut if he do, 
and unlooſe my 'Tongue to fa... 
1 ſhall not keep TS 2 Tow | 
can talk now, when yoa. pleaſe 5 
(aid he to them that f — BEE 
him) ſbe will be Dumb again ry 
and by, I will ask her one Que- 
ion that ſhall make her Dumb 
again. 
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again. Well, you ſay you have not 


8 0 22 1 RN n 9 YR Sts ba 
7 2 2 5 : 
* - 
* — 1 6 A 0 * 9 * - 
7 x hae fr et y . — O „* . = * 
# M x oo * — FF ST * * 3 me — 1 ** 
% 8 . 
= * " . 
my 2 y » 
* 
* bo 
* — 
3 » 
25 < 
% "+ 
* 4 ; 
1.1 


broken the ing, Laws, you were 


People at John Hall's Houſe, be. 


again, Why don't you Anſwer, I 
knew ſhe would be Dumb. Then I 


Ws Anſwered, I am no Jnifoumer, 


WE. Judas was an Jnfouner, - when he 
Bieerged his Maſter. Then he 
looking on them that were by him, 
and ſaid, I tell you theſe Quakers 
ue the ſubtileſt People that ever 

me have to do withal, there is no 


ö 2 dealing with them; one while the 
while ſuch croſs "Anſwers as this; 


I proteſt I will ſend her to Priſon. 
= - Thenhe called the Clerk to inke 
= my Mittimus, and the Offifer 
W.as called for; then he raged it 
„„ him; 


. at 4 Burial, but I will warrant; 
1 Jou held a Conventicle amon the 


[ 


fore you brought him forth; what 
 fay you to that? I did not pre- 
ſently Anſwer him, until he ſaid 


< 121 1 1 
him, . ſaid, Toa filly Fellow! 
jou have let all the Men go, and © 
have brought a troubleſom Woman 
nere to trouble us; you ſhould have 
brogght two or three Rich Men to il 
at ve paid for all the Conventicle. 

e- Sir, I did not know them (ſaid 
d he) 20, I will make you Swear or 

1 i 4i4 not know them, give him the 
Io, make him K the Book. 

r, The Poor Man was ſo ſcared at 
i © it, that he cried, Pray Sir don't 
je Jou do it, I cannot Swear, Then 
n, I looked on the Juſtices, and 
rs 8 faid, My Soul is grieved to ſee 
My | bow + Jou oppreſs Mens Spirits, in , 
10 forcing of them to wrong their Con= _. W 
65 ſciences; do you not think that the 
r Juſt and Righteous God will nor 

; t for theſe things? Tes werily 8 5 
4 Day of Reckonins will the greap - 


2 
ie 2 of Heaven and Earth call 1. * 
Ny y Dreadful and Terrible will it 

4 To all the workers of Iniqu alt. | 
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@ Then MP ooh J affice that ſate _ . 
bp, and had forborn medling all in 
this time, being a Moderate Man Ea 
who was not forward in Perſs th 
ting his Neighbours; he ſeein, I an 
| theother ſo furious, ſaid, Come, I tal 
let us come to the Matter in us 
| *hand ; this Woman was at 21 Li 
| ** Burial, and there are many Re. to 
4 ligions in the World, and all We 
' © have their way to Bury - their ble 
18 3 Dead; and we cannot hinder Pe 
idem: But come Officer let us be 
now the Truth of the Matter, he 
as this a Conventicle, or no? I An. 
it it was, there muſt be a Place . J. 
prepared for her to ſtand up N 
odoyer the People to Preach; was br 
it ſo? No, Sir, ſaid the Officer. er 
F bat then ſtood ſhe on? nothing N h 
= . * D Hut the earth of the Grave. And 
1 What ſaid ſhe? I never Hehe 
| Ethe like in all my life, ſaid he; 
| <ſajd there was a Day a con 5 
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3 5 0 123 5 e . 
in which the God of Heaven ald 
Earth would be too ſtrong fort 
the Stout-hearted amongſt us 
and Proclaimed a Day of Mor- 
I fality amongſt us, and warned 
os to Repent, and amend our 
Lives; ſurely it made my heart 
to tremble. How? What a 
Woman make your heart to trem- 
-W ble? Tes, Sir, and I had no 
Power to touch her, until ſhe 4 
'had ſaid all ſhe had in her 
' heart to fay. How, ſaid the 
Angry Juſtice, © you filly Fellow. 4 
you an Officer, and had a ſevers 8 
Warrant in your Pocket, to 
bring away Preacher and Here 
ers, and you let her fay all I 38 
chad to fay ; you are not fit “ 
be the King's Officer; ſerid nm TY 
away to Priſon.—— Then e 4 YN 
that was the Moderate Juſtice, 3 
went forth out of the Room, a - A : 
kent one to me, to defire ne 2Þ} } 
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go forth; I not being forward to 
go, for that honeſt Confeſſion of 
the Poor Man, did me more goo: 
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I. thought, than my Releaſe a; 
that time. 'The Juſtice return- 


ing in again ſaid, Pray Neighboar | 


Stirredge go. Home about your Bu- 


_ fineſs, So J returned to my Ha- 


bitation again, and had the Peace 


of the Lord in my Boſom; ever- 
W. faſting Praifes be given to the 
Lord our God for ever. 


But this wicked Prieſt after 
this Burial, went from Houſe to 


= Houſe and threatned the People, 
eit ſhoulad coſt them Five Pound 
| piece for going to hear the Qua- 
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** 
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fers. And ſome being affrighted 
_ at his Threatning, asked him 
- Forgiveneſs ; others ſaid they 
would go again. But ſtil] he 
continued his Rage, for nothing 
Would content him but our ruine. 


For after he had ſent the Off 


_ Preaching in his Pulpit, he fell 


the Hearers being then and there 


have drawn breath again, But 


off Perſecuting his Neighbours, 
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to our Meeting, which dealt 
roughly with us, by pulling and 
- throwing, and threatning ; all 
\ Which did not content him. But 


a little time after, as he was 


down dead, whilſt the words- 
were in his mouth; as many of 


2 


preſent, declared unto me; that 
they thought he would never 


after a great adoe, and all means 
uſed, that they could make uſe o, ⁵ 
he a little Recovered again. 

ſaid the People; We hope it WMI 


be a Warning to him for to les ⁵ 


22 


, 


But it was not, for he was heard © ©; 
to fay, That if he could bu. 
live to accompliſh that Work © 
that he had begun, he did not 
"care if he died preſently. So 


he ſeeing his Neighbours not fors 
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| ward i in anſwering his will to the 


tull, he ſends to Briſtol for John 
Hlellier, with more of his Conſe 


derates, who was the grea 


Perfecutor at Briſtol, whom h. 
thought did his Work to the ſul]; 


for they came in with many Of. 


ficers, into our Meeting at Chew- 


magna, Five Miles from Briſtol, 


where we were Solemnly Met to- 


1 K to wait upon the Great 


od of Heaven and Earth; they 
- ruſhed in amongſt us, and Ar- 


reſted us all in the King's Name, 


and left a Guard upon us, and 
went to the Prieſt's Houſe to Din- 


= - nr, and ſtaid near two hours; 
in "which time, we. had our 
Solemn Meeting peaceable, where - 


in we enjoyed the preſence of the 
Lord, to our Souls Comfort; 


who never failed his Children in 
= 2 nccdful hour, but always gave 
= - Wen Rrength ſuitable to the day; 


9 is 
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everlaſting Honour be given to 
bis Holy Name for ever. 
So after they had fed to the ful, 
and drank in abundance, they 
brought with them Faggots of 
| Wood from the Prieſts, with a 
Hatchet, and great Ax, and Com- 
manded the People to Aid and 
| Aſſiſt them. So they muſtered 
| up their Force as they came a- 
long: And the People ſeeing what 
; poſture they were in, cried our, 
What are you a going to do? 
lion up the Floaſe, and burn the i 
1 WW Quakers (faid they) then down 
they threw their Wood at the 
» MW Mecting-Houſe Door, and eried 
r I out, ſer fire on them, blow up the | 
- | Houſe. Then the people crit 
© cout, it will burn our Houſes thaWt 
are near, and you won't be ſo wicked » 7 
to burn the People, will you? Them |} 
they came in, in a violent man- 
woe and laid hands on the 'Chil- 
| G4 "_— 


r 


dren, threatning them to burn 
them; bringing ſome of them out, 
they ſaid, We will make them 
Warning to all others, and make 
them repent that ever they were 
/i i © 
Then they laid hands on us, 
_  Haling and dragging us along, 
beating ſome with a Cane, and 
hewing off the Legs of the Forms, 
and taking other Forms by the 
two ends, and ſo throw the Friend, 
backwards that ſate thereon; of. 
8cten calling to our Neighbours to 
Aid and Aſſiſt them. Some of 
them replied, Me cannot Work on 
the Sabbath. day. So they conti- 
nued the Work until they had 
Wearied themſelves; then bring- 
ing us all out into the Street a- 
maongſt many People, I ſaid unto 
= them, Where is jour Teacher? 
What is that to you, ſome replicd, 
vou ſhall be ſure to Suffer, if ir 


LD fn 
reſt do not. Bat where it your 
Teacher? I ſaid again, let him 
come and ſee the fruit of his La- 
bour; this is his Flock, and this is 
your Sabbath-days Work, let his i 
come and behold the Fruits of bis i 
Labour, and ſee if he will not be 
aſbamed of it. Then they forced 
us in again, and John Feller cau- 
ſed his Man to make our Mirti- 
mus, and himſelf Committed us 
to Tvil-Cheſter Goal, where we 
were ſo Cruelly uſed, as is after } 
| John Hellier being the Heat i 
| Man in this Work, our Headbo—- 
rough asked him What he ſhould * 
| ao with us? he replied, have them 
awayto Priſon preſently, The Day ' 7 
a being far ſpent, and the Journẽ 
o I long, it being Twenty and TW 
Miles to the County-Goal, he as i 
, ed J. Hellier how we ſhould gs? 
e for chere are many Women that 
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cannot Travel on foot. He An- 


Haul them along. I (aid, We are 
not aſham'd to be Carted for the 
Teſtimony of our Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt.— But you ſhall be 


ſwered, I will Preſs ſome Carts to 


Carted, ſaid J. H. as the Whores 
are in Briſtol. | 


So they returned to their Ma- 
ſiter the Prieſt, and told him they 


had done his Work effectually, 


for we were all Committed to 
Priſon. He put off his Hat, and 
thanked them, and ſaid, it would 

add Tears to his Life, now he ſhould 

bie in peace. But take notice 
_ tow ſhort his Days were. The 
Hieadborough on the Morrow 


Morning, went and told him, he 


muſt provide Horſes to carry the 


1 


__ ZLzckers. to Priſon on. He An- 
_ {wcred, the Devil ſhould have us 
. He asked what he ſhould. 
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do to get us thither? Drive sem 
= 5 - along. 
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along like Hogs, ſaid the Prieſt 5: 
(the Officer was our Neighbour, 
- a Moderate Man, and what he 
did, was fore againſt his will) he. 
came from the Prieſts Houſe, to 
ours, and told us what the Prieſt 
ſaid. So. before we were carried 


to Priſon, he, the Prieſt, was 
walking in the Steeple- Houſe: 


Yard, where he had a great deal 
of Fooliſh Diſcourſe with ſome 
Boys that were there at Play, too 


tedious to mention. But the laſt I 
words was, Hie bid one of the Boys Ml 
take 4 Halter and Hang Himſal —— 

And then he fell down dead. His - 


Family being called, brought 
forth a Chair, and other things 
neceſſary, and lifted him therein, 
and uſed all means they could, 
there being many People about 


him: Some crying out, dont WM 
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depart in peace, and don't you di. 


ſturb him, that his Neighboars (the 
Quakers) may abide at Home, and 


not go to Priſon. Some of the 
Neighbours came into our Shop 


with joy, and faid, Now you may 
abide at Home, for Mr. Croſs s 
Fallen down dead in the Church. 
ard. And he was going Mad be-. 


fore, ſaid the Mother of one of 


the Boys; for, ſaid ſhe, he bid my 
Ba take 4 Halter and Hang him 
Lord have mercy upon me 


what wicked Counſel was that of 
a Miniſter, ſaid ſhe; we were in 


good hopes that his falling down 


in the Pulpit would have been a 


Warning to him, but we ſee it 
is not; but after an hour and 


halfs time, he had ſo much Life, 


zs that he called them that were 
about him Rogues. So they car- 
ried him in in his Chair, to his 

Bed, where he remained ſome 


days, 
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days, and died; but never ſen- 
ſible, as I was Informed by ſe- 
veral. But we were carried to 
Priſon before he died, where we 
had ſuch Entertainment, and hard 
U ſage, as follows. _ 4... - 
Our Keeper Giles Bale, and his. WM 
Wife, put us in the Common- 
Goal, with Three Felons, that 8 
were Condemned to be Hanged, ü 
and would not afford us Straw to 1 
lie upon, though we would have 
paid for it; they Locked us up, 
and carried away the Key with 
them (they Living ſome diſtance. 
from the Priſon) thereby to pre? 
vent the Under - Keeper from 
ſhewing us any Favour: And the 
Head- Keepers Wife ſaid, There 
let them be like a Company of ix 
Rogues and Whores together; if I © 
had a worſe Place, I would put them 


therein. W 
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1 16 6 6 | . 
2 Ao $75 was a moſt Diſmal 
Wife ſoon after Place, where we had 
died, and their neither Stock nor 
= He an is Stone to Sit upon; 
1 nor any Reſting- 
Place to. lean againft, but the 
black Stone-wall, covered over 
with Soot, and the damp cold 
Ground to lie upon. But before 


4 we lay down, Three of our 


= Friends that were Priſoners in the 
=_ Room adjoyning to that we were 
mn, put through the Grates in un- 
do us Four Duſt (or Chaff) Pil- 
U bos, and Two Blankets, and a 
little Straw, . whereon we lay 


in a Penn, in that very Cold 
Winter, that we never had the 
ke fince I had a remembrance; 
=_ where moſt of us took our Reſt 
very ſweetly. But when I lay 
= down in that Diſmal Place, it 


* And truly that 


don, like a Flock of Sheep 


came 


C 


came into my Heart a Conſidera- 


my heart, Lord thou knoweſt for 


our Teſtimony, nor wrong our Con- 


lue, that can ſtrengthen both Sa“ ; 
ana all the Nights and Days that 


heart, that I could have Sung 


4 * L » a 2 _ "Iv 5 * a * 9 
8 : og 1 4 | e fe ra 
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tion of theſe things 5 ſaying in 


what we are expoſed to this hard. 
ſhip, it is becauſe we cannot betray 


ſcience, nor deal Treacheroufly with 
our own Souls, And ſeeing it "7 = 
Lord, be thou our Comfort in this - i 
neeaful time; for it is thy Preſence, MM 
that makes hard things eaſie, and Ml 
bitter things ſweet, and thou haſl 
ſweet ned the Waters of a bitter 
Cup, Oh thou Phyſician - of va- 


and Body, be with us this: Night, 


we hade to live in this World: * 
Then the Lord was pleaſed to - ⁵⁶ 
open my heart unto him, and to ³ 
fill it with his living Mercy, and A 
comfortable Preſence, infomuch © i 
that it overflowed my whole 


J 


aloud 4 | 


. 
"WIN 
? 


* 


aloud of the goodneſs of the 
Lord, and #of his Mercies and 
Bleſſings beſtowed upon us. But 


ners, and ſeeing them ſo ſound 
duth; but in the Morning there 


were dead with our hard fare; 
ſome of them was ſure (as they 
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Morning. But then finding, us 
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of Goa, if there were any. That be- 
ing the firſt Day, we had a Meet- 
ing in the Priſon, and mahy 
Friends came there, where we 
had a very good Meeting, and 
the good preſence of the Lord 
woas with us, and filled our hearts 
with joy and gladneſs; inſomuch 


— = 5 = 
n 
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I looking over my fellow. Priſo- 
alleep, I did forbear to open my 
came many People to the Priſon 
Door, to ſee how many of us 
dad) chat I was dead, for I lock d 
as if I would not live until the 


all alive and well, they confeſsd 
and ſaid, Surely we were the People 


that 


f 2 
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( 137 1) 1 1 
that I was eee to praiſe | 
the Name of the Lord, and mage 
nifie his Power, and to 'Teftifie ® 
in the hearing of many People, 
that we were ſo far from repent- 
ing our coming there, that we 
had great cauſe to give Glory, 
Honour and Praiſes to the Lord 
God of Heaven and Earth, for 
that he had found us worthy to 
Suffer for his Name and Truth; 
for his powerful preſence was 
with us, and ſanctified our Afffi- 
ions, and made the Priſon like 
a Palace unto us; and we would 
not change our State, for all the 
Glory of the World, if i it wers 
proffered unto us. | 
This, and much more ran 


through me, which I ſhall omit " 


for brevity fake : But ina word, 


great was the goodneſs and mercy! 4 


of the Lord towards us, from 


_ to day; that I have ſome-· 
times 


times ſaid, _ the bed is ho- 
_ oouring his People, he is wean- 
ing of them from this World. 
| It ſeemed to me as if I had no 
was the time for the Lord to re- 
veal his Secrets unto his Children, 
that he had tried and proved in 


neſs, that rendred the faithful 
Servant acceptable in his Maſters 
ſight, and cauſed him to ſay, 
Well done thou good and faithful 
Servant, thou haſt been faithful in 
4 à little, be thou Ruler over much; 
for I cannot believe, that him 


ever be made Ruler over much. 
No, no, therefore keep to Truth 
| | guage, and teach your Children 
ſio to do, and as I have ſaid. In 


=_ that time of great Afflictions, and 


Safferin s, and partin of many, 
BS, + cg = Wit 


— 


Habitation but the Priſon ; then 


ſuch things; for it was faithful- | 


har is not true to a little, will 


in all things, and to the plain Lan- 


mum 
Wife "= Husband, and Huf. 
band from Wife, and both from 


tender Children; then was the ” 


Lord pleaſed to reveal his Secrets 
_ unto his Children. And ſeeing the 
goodneſs of the Lord from day 

to day, and being made ſenſible 
ol his gathering Arm from day to 
day, a great Concern came upon 
me for many careleſs ones, that 
had deprived themſelves of that 
bleſſed Benefit that our Souls en- 


joyed with the Lord. Oh! in 


conſideration of them, and their 
deplorable State, my Soul -hath _ 
often been poured forth hefors 
59 Lord, cry ing, Oh Lord that 


they may come and pertake with as 3 


of thy great Mercies, as me do from 


day to day. Then it would often 
times come up before me, the 
great diſhonour they had brought ⁵⁶ 
upon the Lord, and his bleffed 


Nen by their unfaithfulneſs, 
and 
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and unbelief. Vea, great Diſho- 
nour indeed, they could not truſt 
the Lord, as if he had no Power 
or Strength to preſerve them. 


Then I cried, O Lord, many are 


weak, and feeble, and the Cruel - 


ty of Men hath been great, ter- 
rible, and deſperately wicked; 


and thou haſt ſuffered them to be 
very Cruel, to the aſtoniſhment 


of many; inſomuch that many a 
poor Soul hath been toſſed as 


with a Tempeſt; and for want 
of keeping to that bleſſed Guide 


and Rock Chriſt Jeſus, who alone 
_ was able to give them Boldneſs 
and Courage to go through tha, 
Work of this Day of AMiQion, 
many a poor one hath fallen, not 
knowing they ſhould be deprived 
of {o great a Reward that we 
have, and do enjoy; bleſſed be 
=. thy Holy Name for ever. And 
= Lord, thou knoweſt that my 


„„ | | = heart 


(141) 
heart is pained within ne. 
Soul is in Travail, and my Bow- 
els is rolling towards the Poor and 
the Diſtreſſed, the toſſed with 
Tempeſt, and not comforted; 


to caſt them down, and to fill 
their Minds with Trouble and 
Unbelief, always caſting before 
them their unfaithfulneſs, and 
would fain keep them in Bondage, 
and from returning unto thee by 
true Repentance, that thou mayeſt 
IF heal their backſlidings, and teach 
| them to be more faithful for time 
„ | *2 come. Oh Lord, what ſhall T 
c for them? they are often in 
my Remembrance; Lord open 
my heart in Prayer more and 
more, and bow thy Ear to the 
Supplication of thy Servant, as 
thou haſt done many a time; and 
accept of the Prayer of thy Ser. 
vant, for them who cannot _ 

© 6 It oer 
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the Enemy of their Souls is buſie A 
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85 (142) 
for themſelves. Oh Lord, if it 


may ſtand with thy bleſſed will, 
once more to afford them a Day 


of Viſitation, and try them a- 
gain. Oh Lord, deal not with 


them according to their deſerts; 


but Lord I pray thee, have com- 
paſſion on the works of thy 


hands, and remember poor Mor- 


tals this day; for ſurely many of 
them are greatly diſtreſſed, and 


compaſſed about with many 


Temptations, and my heart is 


pained for them. And in this 
mouraful State, the Lord was 


pleaſed to ſpeak comfortably un- 


to me in the Secret of my heart, 
in a living Spring of Life, and 


faid : * The time of the Deliver- 


dance of my People draweth 
near, and nearer than many are 
aware of; though I have ſub 
fered their Enemies for a time 
do Triomph over them, | 
5 OF | | Sy many 


yet too 


Op 
© many have grown high and 
lofty, and forgotten the days of 

their Diſtreſs and Calamity, and 

hat State they were in when 

] firſt found them out; as it 

ere without hope: Then did 

I fend forth my Light and my 
Truth, which many received ü 
with thankfulneſs of heart, and 
with a ready mind, and bowed WM 
thereunto, and yielded obedience } 
for a time. But after I had con- 
founded their Enemies, and ap- 
peared for their Deliverance, WM 
and enriched them greatly, then 
they forgot the days of their 
© Diſtreſs and Poverty, and the 
many Promiſes that they made 
*unto me in the day when they 


ere ſorely beſet with man 

Enemies, within, and without. 

But ſince I have appeared for WM 

them, and confounded their 7 
* Foes, and have done more for 

| 


* 


them, : 
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r 
i them, than they looked for, or 
expected at my hands, how have 
they forgotten to pay their vows 
unto me, that many of them 

© made unto me in the days of 
their diſtreſs? and how far are 
they gone into old Iſrael's Sins? 

i © Nay, have not ſome ſo much 
loſt their Senſes, as to put Light 
=_ * for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs for 
Light? But bleſſed are all they MW 
* who continue truly humble, for 

© my Covenant is firm, for ever 

© eſtabliſhed, and never to be al. 

. © tered, with my Remnant that 
have been faithful, that have 
© parted with all that I have cal- 
led for, for my Name and Truths 
ſake; and who have had no 
© Helper in the Earth but me, nor 

© none to lean upon, nor to con- 
 * fide in, but the Arm of my 
power; who could not turn to 
the right hand, nor to the left, 
45 © unlels 
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unleſs I go before them; O 


* theſe are mine, and my Secrets 


* ſhall be with them, they ſhall ; 


© be found worthy to ſtand in the 
© gap, and to interceed for the 
people; notwithſtanding their 


Poverty, and the nothingnefs of 


© themſelves, yet they ſhall be as 
© Inſtruments in my hand, to pro- 


claim my dreadful Day, and the 


Pay of my vengeance amongſt 
© the People, that many may hear, 


and fear, and turn unto me by 
true Repentance, that I may 


© heal their backſlidings, and re- 


ceive them freely. And in or- 
der thereunto, I will bring 2 
e- 


Pay of Deliverance for my 


ple, and many of them ſhalÞ- 
6 praiſe my Name, and tell of my 3 
wondrous works, and what! 


* have done for them, that others 


* may be encouraged to be faith- 


ful the reſidue of their days; 


H _ © for 


. 1 "FEY 
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„„ 
for T have ſeen many bemoaning 


*themſelves in deſolation, and 
_* ſorely bewailing their loft Con- 


dition; for many have been 


made Deſolate, by reaſon of 


the Cruelty of the Wicked one, 


*and they being Deſolate, have 


© mourned unto me, and I have 


© ſeen the bemoaning of my Peo- 


ple; and 1 have ſeen the Tra- 
© vails of the Faithful, for the un- 
faithful; and for the Cries of the 


poor, and the Sighings of the Nee- 


© dy, will I ariſe, and I will work a 


way for the Deliverance of my 
People; for the time is near, that 


the Priſon ſhall not incloſe them, 


gut they ſhall come forth, and 
declare and publiſh my won - 


« drous works; for I will work, 


land none ſhall be able to hinder; 
sand many ſhall proclaim my 


£ dreadful Day, and the Day of 
£ my Vengeance; that many _ 


c ear, 


[ 


Se 
© hear, and fear, and return unto 
the Lord by true Repentance. 
Oh this was the glad Tidings 
| that livingly lived with me Night 
and Day in the time of my Con- 
finement ; Oh it was great ſatiſ- 
faction to my Travelling Soul, it 
anſwered the very Petition that 
many a time I had put up in the 
Night Seaſon unto the living God, 
everlaſting Honour, Glory and 
Renown be given unto him that 
liveth for evermore, ſaith my 
Soul. For ſurely I cannot but 
admire the wonderful Loving- 
kindneſs, and Mercies and Fa- 
vours of the Lord our God, the 
High and Holy One that Inhabits 
Eternity, is condeſcending to the 


Poor, and to the Low, and. the 


Little; he hath revealed his Se- 
crets to many who have net 
thought themſelves worthy to bre 
made pertakers of ſo great a | 
== = 2 : an. 


* 


FFF 
benefit; but their greateſt Con- 
dern hath been, for the Redemp- 
tion of their Souls from under 
Satan's Power; and when that 
was done, now Lord preſerve me 
in thy fear for ever, and keep me 
from Signing againſt thee, that 
my Soul may not go into Capti- 
Vity again. Ts © 
This was the chiefeſt Concern 
of my Spirit, in the time of my 
great Afflictions, in the paſſage 
out of Egypt's Land, and through 
the Wilderneſs, where I met 
| with many Straits, and great 
Hardſhips, and many Enemies; 
and many crooked Ways, and 
Þy-Paths that the Enemy of my 


_ Soul had caſt up to catch my feet 
nin; but the Lord in his infinite 
=_ goodneſs, who never failed his 


me to eſcape his Snares, as he did 


Children that ſought him, above 
all things, he provided a way for 


; 


his 


ever. This was part of the Ex 


finement with my Husband, and 


to go to the Seſſions held at Breu. 
ton, I aſſuredly believed that te 
time was near (that lived in my 
heart) that the Priſon ſhould not 


| Two} = 
his Iſrael in former days, glory be 
given unto his Holy Name for 


erciſe during the time of my Con. 


many more of the Servants of the 


moſt High God, in Cheſter- 
, rk time 
drew near of our Deliverance, 
when I came out of the Priſon; 


encloſe us any longer, though it 
was altogether unlikely; for our 
Perſecutors were exceeding wick- 
ed againſt us, although our grand 


Perſecutor the Prieſt, was at that 
time taken off in a very remark- 


able manner, as before-mention- 


ed; notwithſtanding, many re. 
mained, that Were very Cruel, and 8 
acted cruelly and unjuſtly againſt 


Hz us; 


N 


. 
us; and put by the Jury that 
were choſen of our Neighbours,. 

and called another Jury preſently 


in the Court, ſuch as they thought 
moſt fit for their turns. Then 
the Clerk began, and Read an 
1 ndictmggyy (viz) That we were 
found, Wltaken at an unlanfal 
Aſſembly, in force of Arms, in con- 
tempt of the King, and his Laws, 
Crown and Dignity, to the terror 
of the People, &c. And he ſaid 
do the Jury, Gentlemen, you have 
Liard their Indittment, if you find 
ben Guilty, you find for the 
Ring. And a [Biſhop that ſate 


Rood up and ſaid, That the fir 

Qaaler that ever was in England, 

wa, 1 being one concerned 
Ii the Popiſb 


upon the Bench with the Judge, 


Plot. I Anſwered, 
That the firſt that was called a 
anker, was now alive. He ſaid 
again, He could prove by faficient 
F cH Wang: 


1 (r % 
Witneſs that he was Hanged for 
being one in the Popiſh Plot, Then 


the Biſhop being enraged, by 


reaſon he: was contradicted, held 
up his Hand towards us, and bid 


us have 4 care what we ſaid, for 
them that had Eſtates Hong ſt as, 
it ſhould coſt them their Eſt ates, 
and them that had not, ſhould lie in 
Priſon whilſt they periſb d. Such- 


was their great Rage and Wick» 
edneſs againſt us, that it was 
very grievous to hear them; but 


there was a ſecret Cry many 
times ran through my heart unto 


the Lord; Lord work for thy Name 
fake, - and confound their Wiſdom, 
and Rage, and bring down their 
Proud and Wicked Spirits, and 


bring to -nought their miſchievous 


contrivanct, that they baue been 
contriving againſt thy Innocent Peo- 
ple, as they hade been making them 
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| he fail, and feeding themſelves with 
the fatneſs of he Earth (as Dives 
did) and have what their hearts 
luſt after, and yet none of all theſe 
things will give them content nor 
{atisfattion ; ; no, no, hut the De. 
ſtruction of a poor deſpiſed People: 
Oh Lord make thy Power known 
this Day, aud that that will male 
: moſt for thy Honour, and the pro- 
ſperity of thy bleſſed Truth, do thou 
bring to paſs this Day, that it may 
be known that there is 4 God in 
Heaven, that can rule the hearts 


5 the Children of Men; and male 


3 — 1 : 7 2 

1 4 _— 4 

1 "BM : 

1 2 1 = ' : » 
_— 27 to know th there is A 0, 

5 Ts * ö 1 ' 2 6 

. = : 
. .. x * 
—_— 0778 all Me u bt 7 ear, 10. 
bs JJ 4 * — 4 0 
* SLY 
— 2 Bs 
ALS 
5 . 


ie wor, and obey. 


And — the Lord was plea. 
ſed to hear the Prayers of his 
Children, and to anſwer the Re- 
queſt of them in the days of their 
afflictions; for this Jury , whom 


= che * = Wen thought, __ 


* 


i... 
fit for the Work, was long ab- ³ü 
ſent ; but when they came with 
their Verdict, the Fore-man could 
not readily: ſpeak, but looked i 
much like a dead Man. Then 
the Biſhop in a Rage, asked him, ü 
: WW Whether we were Guilty, or wot Mi 
; | Guilty? he Anſwered, Guilty f 
e WW mot going to Church, but not of = M 
Riot. Of not going to Church, i 
« | faid the Biſhop, that is not tage 
matter in hand, Guilty of a Riot 
» | you mean. Then the reſt of the Mi 
Jury ſaid, No, my Lord, Guilty : i 
e of not going to Church, but not f i 
„, 2 Riot. Lou mean of an unlaw-w-- 
ful Aſſembly then, Yes, ſaid the Ml 
Fore- man; Why that #.4-Riot-im il 
. Lam, ſaid the-Biſhop. Then 1 
is Anſwer'd, We are 1 Niater s- 
2 Then the Cryer of the Court MM 
ir ſhaked his White Rod over my 
n Head, and ſaid, be Silent. I id Mþ 
ſt vo, me may not be ſilent, ne 47 1 
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Sober Pteple, and live 4 good Lif 


Alen, as we would be done by; 1 
neuer wronged Man, Woman, nor 


_ ought gainſt as, unleſs for the an- 
ſmer of 4 good C onſcience; here are 


for us. The Cryer continued 
thaking his White Rod over my 
head, crying, Huſb, and be Si. 
ent. Then one of the Juſtices, 
a Sober Ancient Man, faid, Let 
ie Woman alone to ſpeak for her 
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pon, let more of them ſpeak; you 
_ rc ma: againſt them, and if they 
_ themſelves, in is very hard, That 
a little ſtop'd the Rage of the 
Biſhop, and Judge; then they 
called to our Keeper to take us 
away, and to bring us when they 
called ſor us again; ſo they went 


—— — 


. 


0 - 


n 


8 e * 18 
. Dy — *; * 
e ee ee eee 8 2 * 3 
kgs * . * 2 
3 n 4 r * 
- * 2 * bs I-% 4 
"46 hf F . 9 dg 
of bl 8 0 8 
* 


Fon 
"Ws , * 
A 


7 oF 5 
"Xe - 
a5 4 
1 bs 
45 
42 
2 
8 
18 
* * 4 
8 3 
1 
yy” LY 
n 
4 I 
1 5 
n 
8 1 
1 
1 
TY - 
e 2 
3 
_ 
* 
8 
1 2 
FP 
. 
8 4, 
. 
SN - if 
5 
n 
24 
* 
N 
9 
* 
A . 

* x 
I 
9 

1 
<q JF 
_ 
8 
= 4 
Te y 

= 
. 
a3 
"4 
5 
En" #3 
4 
9 
oy, 8 $ 
* 
WI oP 
eb 0 
* 
WR 7! 
„ *N 
* 

3 

OY 

7. 

- 

a 


a Converſation; we do unto all 
Child, nor I kuow none that have 


of our Neighbours that can teſtifie 
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to their Dinner, and we with: 


| Dinner, with a noiſe, of Muſick © 
Playing at the going up of their 


came to me, and ſaid, — 
man, who would you ſpeak mit bal? 
I faid, the Judge of the Seſſions 3 - 3 
he ſaid, I am the Judge, if jon 
have any thing to ſay, I am ready 
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our Keeper. But no ſooner were 
they gone, but a great Concern 
fell upon me to follow them; I 
could neither Eat nor Drink, but 
was preſsd in my Spirit to go 

after them; and when I came, 8 
they were ſitting down tò their 


Diſhes, which were very max 
of the choiceſt Things. I went 
in amongſt them whilſt they were 
at Dinner, but I did not ſee a 
fit opportunity, but waited till 
they had Dined; and as they 8 
were rifing, I came in with a 
great dread and awe over my. | 
Spirit. One of the Great Men 

good NO. 
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9 bear on. But he not being 
the Man that fate upon the Bench 
that day, I ſaid, thou art not the 
Man I am going unto. Then he 
turned towards the Judge that 

_ fate that day, and ſaid, this Mo- 
man hath ſomething to ſay to you, 
= Therf one of the Juſtices laid his 
band upon my Shoulder, and 
_ -faid, Les thi good Woman have 
_ wh ſbe wil. to ſay, we will hear 
ber. But I getting near to the 
Judge, and Biſhop, that fate at 
the upper end of the Table, ſaid; 
Foraſmuch as you are all here, 
that fate in Judgment againſt us 

* this day, I have a Concern up- 
on my Spirit in vindication of 

© our Innocency ; we are. well 
© known amongſt our Neighbours 
to be a Sober and an Honeſt 
People, that Live a good Life 
and Converſation; we do no 
 .*,wrong to none, we can do good 
. 2 | 40 
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to bo ruined, and all theſe things 


plead; and as ſure as the dax 


breath in the open Air, that 


e 
© to them that hate us, and Pray 
for them that deſpightfully ule MY 
© us. I know none that has 
* ought againſt us, but concerning i 
the Law of our God; notwith= 
* ſtanding all this, we are um- 
© bred amongſt Tranſgreſſors, and 
have been turned into the com- 
mon Goal amongſt Felons, ou 
Trades and Families lies liable 


* ſhall not befall us, but you ſhal! 
© underftand thereof, for I am 
here this day to teſtifie the trath 1 
of it; for which, the Juſt and 
© Righteous God will one day 


gives its Light, and the Cove- 
* nant of the Day and Night 
cannot be broken, there is not 
a Man here, nor any that draws 


* ſhalleſcape the Tribunal Seat of 1 | 


God's Divine Juſtice, till a Sen- 
WL _ - *tance 
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_ 70 bear zou. But he not being 
the Man that fate upon the Bench 
that day, I faid, thou art not the 
Man I am going unto. Then he 
turned towards the Judge that 
_ face that day, and ſaid, this Mo- 
man hath ſomething to ſay to you, 
Ther one of the Juſtices laid his 
hand upon my Shoulder, and 
ſaid, Let this good Woman have 
: what ſhe will to ſay, we will hear 
bier. But I getting near to the 
= Judge, and Biſhop, that fate at 
„ the upper end of the Table, ſaid; 
Foraſmuch as you are all here, 
tthat {ate in Judgment againſt us 
fttzhzis day, I have a Concern up- 
on my Spirit in vindication of 
d our Innocency ; we are well 
_ *known amongſt our Neighbours 
_ -<to be a Sober and an Honeſt 
People, that Live a good Lite 
+ and Converſation; we do no 
wrong to none, we can do good 
. 2 00 
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us. I know none that has 
* ought againſt us, but concerning 


*the Law of our God; notwith- 
« ſtanding all this, we are um- 


© bred amongſt Tranſgreſſors, and 
have been turned into the com- 
mon Goal amongſt Felons, our 


© Trades and Families lies liable "WM 


to be ruined, and all theſe things 
* ſhall not befall us, but you ſhall 


© underftand thereof, for I am 
© here this day to teſtifie the truth 


*of it; for which, the Juſt and 
* Righteous God will one day 
© Plead; and as ſure as the day 


gives its Light, and the Cove- 
*nant of the Day and Night 
cannot be broken, there is not 4 


a Man here, nor any that draws 


© breath in the open Air, that 
© ſhalleſcape the Tribunal Seat f 
© God's Divine Juſtice, till a Sen- 
ww . *tance i 


O17) — 
sto them that hate us, and Pray 
for them that deſpightfully uſe 


„ 
© tance of a juſt recompence of 
© reward every one ſhall receive 
«or their deeds done in their 
*Life time, whether they be 
good or evil. e 
And I can truly ſay the dread 
of the Lord was upon me, inſo- 
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faces, and had not a word to ſay. 
But when I was going forth, 
ſome Hectoring young Man ſaid, 
I thought it would be ſo, when this 
Woman came in, I thought ſhe 
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ber; but why would you ſuffer her 


| : . (aid he to the Min of the Houſe) 


to diflurb your Gueſt? Then he 
ſaid, get you down ftairs, or I wil 
throw you down. I turned in a- 
apain, and ſaid, What wrong have 
| done unto any one here, if I could 
have kept my Conſcience clear in 
. 
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this day ; but whether jon will hear 
or forbear, I ſhall be clear in the 
day of Account, of al your blood, 
So I left them, and returned to 
my Place, and had great peace 
with the Lord, but we were not WM 


called into Court no more that 


day; but the morrow Morning 
early, we were called to come in- 


to Court, in order to finiſhing 
our Trial, but the Biſhop came 


no more into the Court, that we 
ſaw, or knew of; and the judge 


was very moderate that Day; a 4 
great change indeed, he only * 
called to the Keeper to bring up 


the Quakers, and called ſome of us - 


by Name, and ſaid, Tou that ſtand 
here Indicted, the Court Fines you 
Five Shilling a-piece ; and never 
ſpake a word of Payment of the 
Money, but broke up the Court 
(their buſineſs being done) and 


| Went their way, and our Keeper 
4 i” | _alfo 2 
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tion: Above Fourſcore Priſoners 
=_— that were before them that day, 
=_ were freed. 3 

_ After Dinner, the Cryer came 
in amongſt us where we were, 


* X 


I glad for your Releaſe ;. you 


mise you, but God will not ſuffer 
ben /o to do. And ſaid, where is 
= the Woman? I ſaid, here am I, 
he ſaid, the Lord bleſs you, I pray 
you forgive me, for I intended. no 
een, nor would not do any thing 
= againſt you; though I ſhook my Rod 
_ over jour head, I did it in no evil 
boarde jou, fo I hope my honeſi 
_ Neighboers and. Friends, 3c wil 
= forgive me. We anſwer'd, Tes, 
= feel; and was very Loving to 
== him, and deſired his well being 
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alſo left us, to our great admira- 


and ſaid, Neighbours, and Friends, 
_ are the People of God, Men would 
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for ever. He went his way in 


Us, 
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e 
us, and we returned to our Habi- 
tations, with the Peace of the 
Lord in our boſoms; everlaſting 
Praiſes be given unto the Lord 
our God for evermore. Ho 
Now my Children, the End and 
Aim of my leaving this to you, 
and all upon Record, is, that fu- 
ture Ages may know that the 
oreat God of Heaven and Earth, 
that brought up the Children of 
Iſrael out of Egypt's Bondage, that 
made the waters ſtand on heaps, 
and brought his Children through 
on dry. Land, and over-turned 
Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, he it 
is that is our God, in whom we 
have believed, and his Power is 
not leſſened, that he cannot Save, 


nor his Arm ſhortned, that it 4 


cannot. deliver, this day, as in 
former days, Praiſes to his Name 


* 


for ever. 
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CH IGb LY 
This, my dear Children, you 
know is certainly true; but for 


vou and all others to keep i in re- 


membrance theſe and all other 


 Mercies that the Lord our God 


bath beſtowed upon us, ever ſince 


he gathered us to be a People, 
which is Eight and Thirty Vears 


ago; for I was in the Nineteenth 
Year of my Age, when J. Camm 


and Jobn Aadland came firſt to 


Briſtol, in the Dread and Power 


of the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth; and I am-a Living Wit- 
neſs that his Powerful Preſence 


was with them, and made their 
- Miniſtry ſo dreadfal, that it pier- 
ced the hearts of thouſands. Oh 


| 1 the dread and terror that ſeized 
upon my heart, at the ſound of 


Join Audland's Voice, and the 
8 of him, before I rightly un- 
- derſtood what he ſaid. But be- 


fore * Meeting was over, the 
| Spirit 
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ted as Sheep for the Slaughter, 
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Spirit of the Lord moved in my 


Heart, and in the Light I came 


to ſeg my woeful and deplorable 


State, which made me to cry to 
God for mercy; a Day never to 


be forgotten by me. And now I : ; | 


have arrived to the Seven and 
Fiftieth Year of my Age. Oh! 
the many Deliverances, both in- 
ward and outward, have I been 


made a living Witneſs of. Thee Mi 


many Decrees that have been 
Sealed againſt us, the many 
threatnings of Ruine and De- 
ſtruction have been ſounded in 

our Ears, how have we been as 
killed all the day long ? and coun- 


and yet behold we are alive to 


this day, to praiſe the Lord. How |} 


have the Enemies Roared, both 


inwardly, and outwardly, ang 


have come with open mouth to 
devour at once? and how hath + 
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= - our God helped us? the Great I 4 
= God of Heaven and Earth is he I 2 
that hath been our ſtrength ina fl 0 
=_— nccdful time; and hath ſuffained il 
his People by the ſtrength of his f. 

Arm, and hath born up our heads N c 
above the waters, that they have 

not drowned nor overturned us 1 

to this very day, everlaſting Ho- þ 
nour be given unto the Lord for I, + 
ever. But our Enemies hath he f 
overturned, © and. broken their I h 


Bands in ſunder, and have made 
them to bow under his dreadful 
Power, and hath taken many off 
in his 'Diſpleaſure. Oh! what 
ſhall I fay in the behalf of al 

theſe his wondrous Works, that 

mine Eyes hath ſeen; but more 
eſpecially. the inward Work of 
Regeneration, Oh ! my Tongue 
is not able io demonſtrate. the 
_ tenth part of it, that the Lord 
hath been pleaſed. to bring me 


. 940 5 i | through , 


a 
N W 


3 nas  £©*%* OA R Gs far. * A Gan 


" 07 ) 
it chrough; Oh! what ſhall I @y © 
e at che remembrance of them, all 
1 which at this time is livingly 
d come up before me; but bow be- 
is WW fore the Lord, and prize his Mer- 

ls cies for evermore. 

© And now, my dear Children, 
keep faithful to the Lord, and his 
G bleſſed Truth, that you have been | 
"Fr trained up in, and your Eyes ſhall 

e ſee for your ſelves, as mine Eyes 

ir hath for my ſelf; be faithful to 
e the motion of the Spirit of Chriſt 
ul Jeſus in your own Boſoms, and 
f don't you overlook the little 
at things, for they that be not fait. 
Jl Aline Ec, all never be made 
at WF Ruler over much. Therefore 

re don t you exerciſe your ſelves inn 
of any matter too high for you, but 
mind the motion of the Spirit in 
ne your own hearts, and hearken 
d diligeatly *to the voice of 'the 
ns Lord, that your Souls may. N. 
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5 (166) | 
and keep the Lord always in your 
remembrance, that you fin not 
= againſt him; and remember to 
N keep to the daily Croſs, which 
will Crucifie all the motions of 
the Fleſh, and keep you alive to 
God, and near unto him; and in 
ſo doing, you will know his 
. Councel; and ſeek the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and the Righteouſ. 
= nels thereof, above all things in 
= this World, and other things 
hall be added unto you; for ! 
Will aſſure you this is the way 
that my Soul hath travelled in, 
and have found favour with God. 
And one thing more that J have 
experienced, which: hath been of 
moment unto me, that in all my 
afflictions, and Pain and Sorrow 
= of, Body or Mind, I have not had 
an Eye to confide in Man, but 
have applied my heart to the 
Lord, and have poured * 
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Wh ang, 
Soul unto him, Oh thou Phyſi- 
cian of value, that can Cure both _ 1 
Soul and Body; thou that knowꝗwss * i 
better how to Adminiſter tomy Ii 
e veceſſity, than I can ask of thee; i 
from thee alone do I look for 
Comfort, for there is none be- 
ſides thee, that can Adminiſter. 
true Comfort to me. And the 
Lord 1n his due time, hath ap- 
peared to my Comfort and Satiſ- 
faction, and hath eſtabliſhed” my 
goings, and hath kept my feet 
irom falling, and my heart from 
going aſtray, unto this very day; 
everlaſting Honour be given unto 
his Name for evermore, Amen. 
F And fince I have ſeen the gooc 
y efets of my Labour and Tra- 
„ (yall, I carneſtly beg of the Cord 
t Is he hath done for me. Oh! 
5 
4 


bow hath my Prayers aſcended 
unto the Lord, in Publick, and in 
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Private; — in my Concerns, 
= . when my hand hath been at my 
Wo Labour, and. on the High. way 
l ſide. Oh my Children, let it not 
be in, vain, for I can truly ſay, 
that you have been the Children 
for whom many rend hath 
been offered. 
Therefore conſider i it, when] 
am gone from you, and can no 
longer watch over you, for my 
time is much over, I have no 
long time here on this ſide the 
Grave, but I-{hall be gone, and 
ſee you no more in this World, 
nor take more Care for you, not 
give more Council; therefore 
bave I written this little Account 
ct part of my Travails out of 


2 2 = Bondage, towards the 
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0 of Reſt and Peace; which p 
_ been through great Difficul- © 
ties, and through many a fore 4 
— with the _ 650 a Q 
E 1 


s, Souls Peace, many a fiery Trial, 

and through a vale of Tears; but 

don't you be diſcouraged at it, 
ot for you know how wonderfully 

„che great God of Heaven and 
Earth hath been my Support in 
h time of need, and hath, born up * 

my Spirit, and given me more 
ſtrength than I could have be- 
| lieved, if it had been declared 
unto me. And now I ſeeing ſo. WM 
many Profeſſors of Truth at this 
day, going on at. ſuch an eaſie 
rate, and fo careleſs, and fo in- 

different, ſo lighting the Croſs, 

and ſo little regarding the Tra-, KM 
vail of their Souls, and ſo little ⁵ä 
concerned for their Souls good. 
and fo ſlighting the Teſtimonies. 
of Truth, and ſpending their. 

precious Time and Seaton that, 
God hath put into their hands, 
as if Heaven's Glory, and a State © 
of Eternity were not worth the 
Mr 1ͤ —_—_ = 
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7, I. 
| enn pe after; and as if there was 
no God to Puniſh for theſe things, 
nor any Day of Account. 
Oh! the conſideration of theſe 
things hath been weightily upon 


my Spirit for many Months, and 


Morning and Evening hath my 
Heart been afflited, ſaying within 


my ſelf, Lord, what will be. 


come of ſuch, I fear the Viſitation 

of many of them is almoſt over; 
oh! how does my Soul lament 
for them; and have the greater 


c concern upon my Spirit, to in. 


©terceed with the Lord to pre- 
4 ſerve me and mine for ever. Oh 
Lord, my Soul is concern'd, and 
© my heart is bowed at this time 


in the ſence and feeling of thy 


c everlaſting Love, and Mercics 


© and Bleſſings that thou haſt be- 
«towed upon me a Poor Diſtreſ- 


*{ed Object, till thou took pitty 


don me, and looked on me in the 
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© days of my diſtreſs, and ſpread, 
a Skirt over me. And now in 
conſideration of this thy great 
Love that thou ſhewedſt unto 
* me when I was bemoaning my 

© ſelf like a filly Dove without a 
Mate; or like a mournful Wi- 
dow, or like a Sparrow upon 
© the Houſe top, that is fitting a- 
lone. Oh! when it comes up. WM 
before me, Lord how is my - 
Heart broken, and how is my. 1 
*Spirit melted, and how doth my, IM 


Ss V's w= aan © 89 as  Y*" rx 8 Gam % & 


Soul love the Lord, and deſires 
for evermore to obey his Voice, ⁵ 
and to bow to his Sceptre, and 
| = *keep Covenant with him, and 
dell and abide with him for. 
ever; that I may be kept fruit-. 

„„ at al my. days. © 

4 And now, Oh Lord my God, 
.ſeeing thou haſt been pleaſed. 
thus to deal with me, and to. 
have a regard to the low eſtate 
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* © ofthy Handmaid, and haſt heard 
my Prayers, and anſwered ma- 
nde ny a time; Oh Lord, if I have 
. *found favour in thy ſight, this 
© once more hear my Petition this 
Evening, and grant me my Re- 
© queſt ; and Lord, thou that haſt 
= *© kept me all my Life long, to 
= © this very day, . bleſs my Chil- 
= *< dren, by preſerving of them in 
= * thy fear, cauſe them to remem- 
ber thy Mercies, and thy Bleſ- 
= * ſings from Year to Year, and 
from Day to Day; and cauſe 
| them to remember what thou 
=  < haſt done for them, and their 
Father and Mother, in the days 
of their great Affliction, when 
Peſtruction and Ruine were de- 
© termined againſt us, and when 
e were almoſt paſt hope, how 
© haſt thou appeared, and con- 
| * founded our Enemies before our 
= © Eyes! Lord, let theſe things 
Fe FL + © "ver 
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= C793 © 1 
never be forgotten by me, nor WW 
 * thety, whilſt we have a day to - iſ 
live upon the Earth: But, Oi 
Lord I pray thee Bleſs and San- Mi 
*Aihe all thefe thy Bleſſings and 
* Mercies beſtowed upon us, and 
give us a thankful Heart, and 
© bumble Mind, and more and 
more unite us unto thee, and 
 *cauſe us to walk worthy of the if 
* ſame. Oh! that my Heart was. 
but worthy enough; for me- 
_ * thinks my Heart is not able to i 
ſſet forth thy Praiſes enough :: 
No, ſurely *tis impoſſible for if 
Tongue to declare thy Infinite 
Goodneſs, and thy Noble Acts. 
But, Lord, we that have made Mi 
our choice of thee, and have be- 
©lieved in thy Son Chriſt Jefus, _ 
have known him to be ſufficient - 
ſtrength in time of need; and 
* we that have known thy Holy 
Arm to be made bare, for. the 
I e 


* as, 


Sen 
© Deliverance of us out of Thral. 
dom, and Captivity, have 


* known it ſufficient to preſerve 


us to this very day. There- 
fore, Oh Lord, ſtrengthen my 
© Faith, Hope, and Confidence, 


© that I may ſteadfaſtly believe 


that thou wilt preſerve my 


Children, when I am gone to 


my Reſting-place : Lord keep 
my Family, and thy People; 
let not one of them be loft, or 
© a Prey to the Wicked one: Oh 
Lord, if thou ffouldeſt yed add 
© more Days to my Life, let me 
not ceaſe to Pray for them, and 
© their Offspring, that I may do 


my endeavour for their entrance 


into thy bleſſed Kingdom, fo 
_ © ſhall I go to my Grave in peace. 
IL And now, O Lord, Ido wholly 
Lireſign them into thy hands, as 
knowing right well thou art 
able to keep them through faith, 


Land 
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CES 


and preſerve them all their days: 


and to do more for them than 


(Tam able to ask of thee. Oh 
Lord, whatever Exerciſe they 


meet withal, Lord ſtrengthen 7 


them, and bear up their Spirits, 


that they may not be overcome 


with the Temptations of the 
Wicked one: For, Lord, thy 


Power hath been ſufficient to 


*Redeem my Soul. So Lord, 
once more do I commit the. 


keeping of my Spirit, with my 
Children, and all thy Flock and 
Family upon the face of the 
* whole Earth, with whom my 
Soul is at Peace, and in Unity; 
and do feel the renewings of thy 
Love at this time, which is the 
greateſt Comfort that can be 
* here enjoyed; therefore does my. WM 
Heart, Soul and Spirit, and all ³ 
* that, is within me, return unto. ³⁵³ 
+ thee, O Lord, all Praiſes, Glory - 

7211. * and 


— 2 
e 
* 


8 


"' 296 ) 


e *and Honour, with hearty Fhank. 


* gtving, and pure Obedience for 
5 <evermore. Lord accept of it 
© this Evening, as an Evening Sa- 
*crifice from a broken Heart, and 
« a Contrite Spirit, which thou 
© never rejected; for ſurely, Oh 

Lord, thou art worthy of it, 


from this time forth, for ever, 


bY and for evermore, Amen. 


This was Finifhed the 13th 


Elizabeth 2 Sen. 


Y 8 2 
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BD The laſt RES Years 


of her Lite after this, ſhe Lived 


at Hempſtead in Hartforaſhire,whi- 


e Husband Removed, with 
her and Family, from Go, 


2 in the 18. of Samer f 
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Travel much Abroad in her lat-- 


ter Days; except once or twice 


to Briſtol, &c. and uſually to the 


Yearly-Meeting at London, once 
a Year ; but Laboured moſtly 


about Home, as ſhe grew Aged; 
and Weakly ;. but oſten as the 
Lord afforded her Strength, Vi- 
ſited the Neighbouring Meetings 

in the ſame Cofinty ; and: her 


Service therein, tended to the 


Edifying and Comforting of Gods 1 
Heritage, as many faithful Friend. 
in thoſe Parts can bear her Wit 1 


neſs. And great was her Con- 


cern for the Meeting ſhe b cnged - 


to, which ſhe frequented ſo long 


as ſhe was able; many times >< 
going to it through great Weak- 
neſs; and many Living and Pow- - 
. erful Teſtimonies ' (cone 2 1 1 
Wards her latter End) did be 
Pear in it, Exhorting Eee to 
pe: Muhlalneſs, ; e decla-. 
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LET _ - 
ring and ſetting forth the 
wonderful Power that attended 
Friends in the beginning (and 
which ſtill doth all the Faithful) 
of which ſhe often ſpoke, and 
bore Teſtimony to, in the be- 
ginning of her laſt IIneſs, a. 
mongſt her own Family. And 
ſo Departed this Life, and laid 
down her Head in Peace with the 
Lord, at Hempſtead aforeſaid, on 
the Seventh Day of the Niath 
Month, 1706. in the 72d Year 
of her Age. 
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A SALUTATION of my 
Endeared Love in God's Holy 
Fear and Dread, and yor the 
clearing of my Conſcience, once 
more unto you of that City of 
Briſtol, amongſt whom my Soul 
hath {ome Tears travelled under 
many 4 2 which 
hath made my Bones to ſhake, and 
my Heart to tremble before the 
great Goa of Heaven and Earth, 
who will yet further bring his 
notable Day, wherein all Fl, i 
ſhall Tremble before him. 


. 
/ 
/ 


ND now in the ſence f 
: the great Love of God that 
.hath been extended unto you of | 
that City coatinually, firſt, in 
| leading of his Servants amongſt 
. | "yo, © 
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you, and endued them with 
Power from on High, that it 
 wrovght effectually upon many, 
whereby many are brought out 
of Egyp?'s Darkneſs, and through 
TheRed-Sea Spiritually, and could 
Ting to the Lord, as Moſes and the 
Children of 1/rae/ did, when the 
Lord had wrought wonderfully 
for their Deliverance, and by a 
High Hand and a wonderful Pow- 
er brought them forth: And bleſ- 
led be the Lord God Almighty, 
and honoured be his worthy | 
= Name, and the right Arm of his 
ſitrength, there are many living 
=— Witneſſes of theſe things in this 
our day: Oh, dear Friends for- 
= gct it not, but dwell low in the 
F Hence of your deplorable ſtates 
| thatyou were in, when firſt the 
Lord reached unto you, and o- 
= pcned that Eye in you, that let 
Vyou ſee you were undone he” 
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( 131 ) - | 
if the Lord did not ariſe for your 
Deliverance, when many cried 
out, for 4 Saviour, or elſe I periſh 
for ever, Oh Friends! what was 
too dear for us to part with in 
that day for the Lord? Truly 
can my Soul ſay, That all that 


ever my Eyes beheld, was nothing to 


me in compariſon to my Souls Re- 


_ demption. Oh! it was precious 


in my Eye, and to this very day 
the living remembrance of it 


dwells freſh upon my Spirit at 


this time, and my Heart and Soul 


loveth the Lord, and bleſſeth his 


worthy Name for ever, and for 


evermore. And now the Lord is i 
remembring the Covenant that 


many made with him in the days 


of their diſtreſs: Oh! remember, 
remember to pay your Vows. to 
the Lord; and look into your 


Hearts this day, and with 'the 


Light of the Lord ſearch and 
5 | lee, BN 
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you are, furely you are not this 
day to ſerve your ſelves, but the 


. living God, that made you for a 


= purpoſe of his own Glory, and 
= redeemed you with his precious 
© Blood... 
And now conſider, you that 
are at eaſe in your Sion, and cat- 
ing, - and drinking, and wearing 
what ſeemeth deſirable in your 


own Eyes, notwithſtanding the 
Honour of the Lord lies engaged, 
and your Souls in great danger, 
and the Servants of the Lord di- 
ſtreſſed in your behalf: Oh! for 


the Lord's fake, and for your own 


Souls ſake, that will periſh, if 
vou do not ſpeedily Repent, and 
ariſe and ſtrip your ſelves, . and 

ſhake your ſelves from theſe things 
and come away, while the Ca. 


„ of the Lord laſteth; Oh! linger 


ſee, whether you are in Covenant 
this day with the Lord or no? If 
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not, for the Day of the Lord ha- 
ſteneth mightily, let nothing hin- 
der you, make no excuſes an 
longer, left you be excluded out 
of God's Kingdom, and the Door 
be ſhut againſt you; Oh! think 
upon it, before the Mid-night 
Cry come, wherein not one Day 
more will be afforded to work 
for the Lord : Oh then ! Wife 
nor Children, Lands nor Livings, 
Husband nor Trade, Gold nor 
Silver will redeem one Soul; then A 
that doleful Sentence will be 
ſounded againſt the Rebellious, i 
Depart, ye Curſed workers of Ini- 
quity, into everlaſting Torment, 
prepared for the Devil and his An- - 
gels, Oh the ſenſe of theſe things i 
lie very heavy upon my Spirit, and 
truly bows my Heart in Reve- 
rence before the Lord, and Morn- 
— god Evening is my Heart af 
flieted, inſomuch that I can ſay, 
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as the Prophet ſaid, O/% , that ay 
Head were as Water, and mine Eyes 
as a Fountain of Tears, that I'might 
W Wi day and night, for the Un. 
faithful, that my Spirit might be 
eaſed : For truly, Friends, though 
TIT am- the leaſt amongſt many 
Thouſands of the Lord's People, 
and a weak Inſtrument, yet my 
Soul is concerned this day, and 
my Prayers to the great God of 

Heaven and Earth are, That he 
would be pleaſed again to ariſe, and 
utter his Voice, and thunder his 
Alarm from his holy Habitation, 
and make the Hearts of People to 
tremble before his wonderful Power, 
and that he will yet afford a Day, 
and try them again, and that his 


Trumpet ma) once more ſound an 


Alarm, to the awakening of their 


Conſciences out of that Spiritual 


Slumber, wherein many are ſleeping, 
and dreaming it is well with . 


N 


1 . 9 
that they are Rich, and Fat, and | 
Full, and need nothing; when their a 
+ || State is miſerable, and wretehed, 
naked and bare, and undone for 
ever, if they do not ſpeedily Repent, Þ 
and return with their whole Hearts, | 
and cry to God for Mercy, and that 
he will pardon their Iniquities, and 
el their Backſlidings, Oh back» 
| © fiding 1/re/! return, return, be- 
fore it be too late, for the Lord 
| 


hath Jong born with thee, ohn 
thou City of Briſtol ! as the Te- 
ſtimony livingly ſprung in my | 
Heart a little before thy Diſtreſs * ; 
came upon thee, I was conſtrained YI 
to ſay, Oh, thou City of Briſtol! | 
a City of the Mercies of the living 
God, be hath highly favoared thee; ³ 
thou haſt had a Day and a Time, 
wherein thou mighteſt have Tnriched © 
thy ſelf with the Treaſares of God's 
Ringdom, and mighteſt have grown 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power 


4 I 0 
0 
A d N — . 8 
— 
®.< 
” 
% * 


_7 _ 
e his Might, whereby thou mig hiteſt I nt 
have ſtood in a living Teſtimony for I. 
tit Lora, with one conſent, as one v. 
Man; But now behold, the days of Wh 
thy Diſtreſs are at Hand, and thy I p. 
Calamity like an armed Man; and IL 
nom who can bemoan thee, or who o. 
can interceed the Lord for thee? fb 
Or who can ſay to the Lord, Why 11 
| haſt thou ſuffered theſe things to t. 
come to paſs? becauſe it is in his t. 
_ he hath done it, And IS 
1 eſſed be his Name for ever, he 
is fulßlling the Prophecies of his 
= - Servants, whom he hath ſent 
early and late to proclaim his 
dreadful Day in that City, and 
Tear after Year, and Month after 
Month, hath the Mind and Will 
of the Lord been declared, and 
= Meſſenger after Meſſenger, inſo- 
much that many a full Stomach 
= Hloathed the Honey-Comb, and 
all that ſeemed to receive it, made 
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not a right uſe of it; for the 
Lord's end, in ſending his Ser- 
vants in days paſt, was, that 
his People might be fitted and 
prepared, that a Judgment, or a 
Deſtruction ſhould not come up- 
on his Children at unawares, 
but that they ſhould beligve the 
Teſtimonies of his Truth, and 
take warning by it, and amend 
their Lives, and be bowed in 
Spirit, and humbled under the 
great God of Heaven and Earth, 
that your Prayers in this State 
might aſcend unto the long pro- 
voked God, whoſe Anger is wax- 
en hot, and nothing will appeaſe 
his Anger, but true Repentance, 
and that with ſpeed, and true 


brokenneſs of Heart: Oh! is ] 


this your State? Or are you this 


day trampling upon the Teſtimo—- 2 
nies of Truth, and upon the 


Sufferings of your dear Brethren 
| - and - > 


* N c cats * 4 * 9 9 q * WR 
2 * * A P > 2 . =, 2 * * * 9 N ” 4 
. | | _ 
6 8 2 1 
zz . 5 LA 
* 4 : - £ f 1 
1 5 | ; 1 : 
5 — . 
1 
— : 
=- y z 
# 


Fe IS). - 
and Siſters, that are Sufferers this 
day for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, II 
and are cruelly uſed? Oh! can 
vou forget theſe things? Come, If 


put your Hands to the Work, 
and your Shoulders to the Bur. 


den, and cry mightily unto the 


Eord to ſpare a little, and give 


à little time to renew your 


ſtrength in him, that you may 


do ſomething for the Lord, though 
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but at the laſt Hour; for ſurely 


Friends, the laſt Hour to many 
is very near; and the long invi- 
ted, if they miſs of this Hour, 

they will never have another Hour 
to work for the living God; and 

therefore is my Soul concerned, 
and my Heart pained within me, 
and ſhortneſs of time is much be- 
fore me, and therefore I beg it 
of you, that you will lay it to 

Heart, before it be too late, and 
conſider how ſoon the Lord wy 
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call for your Breath; for our 


Lives here are likened to the 


Flower of the Field, as the Lord 
ſaid to his Prophet, when he 
ſaid, What ſball I cry? Cry, Al 
Fleſh is Graſs, and the Glory there- 

of as the Flower of the Field: 
And I pray, how ſoon. is that 
withered, and the Beauty of it 

comes to nought? And ſeeing 

it is ſo, Why will People run 


the hazard of their poor Souls, 


for that which will augment to 
their perpetual Miſery, World 
without ende. 


Oh! the Lord grant me my WM 
Requeſt, and bow his Ear to m 
Prayer; for I am very earneſt | 
with the Lord, and my Heart is 


pained within me on your behalf: 
Oh! it is you, it is you that 
ſhould have been as Pillars in 


the Honſe of the Lord, that the * 3 


weakeſt might have leaned upon 


4 
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(190) 
ou, that your Courage and Va. f 
our might have appeared in the 
= fight of the Weak, that they 
might have been encouraged by F 
it, that the Strong and the Weak Ib 
might have gone up together to if h 

the Mountaia of the Houſe of 1 
the Lord; where the Lord would || 0 
have taught you of his Ways, | 

and you might have walked in I k 

his Paths, and he would have I © 

fortified you with might, Cou- I "! 
rage, Strength, and Yalour, and I P' 

your Bow would have abode ia if C 
his ſtrength, ſo that you would 0 

have grown ſtrong in the Lord, I "* 
and in the Power of his Might, 0 
Which he would have given unto f 
you in a bountiful manner, had 1 
you wholly given up your ſelves; þ* 
And all that God Almighty had 
given you, and gave way to that tt 
Noble Spirit that was in Joſbus 4 

and Caleb, who were reſolved to || © 
T follow - 


follow the Lord, they and their 
Families. Oh Friends! I can 
hardly write what ariſeth in my 
Heart, as touching this Matter; 
but in the fear of the Lord, 1 

have this to ſay, Your Eyes 
ſhould have ſeen the Wonders 
of the Lord in a miraculous 
manner, as they did that thus 


[leaned upon the Lord, and truſt. 


ed in his ſtrength, and believed 5 
in him, and then all things were 
poſſible; and by obeying of the 


Command of the Lord, the Walls 


of Jericho fell: But if they had 
reaſoned with Fleſh and Blood, 
or thought the Inſtruments too 
mean, or conſulted with reaſon- 
ing, they had never ſeen the 


Power of the Lord to do his 
Work, neither ſhall any now 


this day, that reaſon with Fleſh 
and Blood : No, no; firſt learn 
Obedience, give up to obey the 
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Lord, and then your Eyes ſhall 


ſee the bleſſed Work of the 
Lord to be fulfilled in its due 
time; for he is God Almighty, 


and All. ſufficient, therefore let 
_ every Heart confide in his Power. 


So, dear Friends, keep your 


Hearts with all diligence, for 


out of it are the Iſſues of Life; 
for we all well know, that the 


People that live moſt Chaſte, 
keep neareſt to the Lord, and 


they that are neareſt, hear moſt 
of his Counſel: And truly Friends, 


the time is at hand, when all 
hall be diſtreſſed for the Lord, 
and the moſt Faithful will not 
ſpare of the Heavenly Oyl, then 
tit will be too late for any to 
g9o to buy. Oh! it often riſeth 
in my Heart, that yet a little 


time, and Time unto many will 


be no more, for which my Soul 
i more concerned, than for any 


out ward 


or | nothing will prevail 


wn „ 1 93 5A 
3 Suffering; for, ; h 


Friends, it is in my Heart to be. 
lieve, that the great God of He. 


ven and Earth, who - hath been 
long provoked, and tiĩed many 


ways, and ſhaken his Rod over 


this Nation __— 4 time, and 
therefore 8 
will ke ariſe” in bis Strength, © 
and go through this Nation, and 
will afflicł the Inhabirants chere- yp. 
of, he will rode. 3 Terror and 
amazement e 
none ſhall be able to deliver out 
of his Hand; fo he” Hach long 


4 Sf % 


5 
ed; he hath long held out his 


Hand, and they have not laid it ⁶ 


to Heart, and therefore will their 
Calamity come at a day una- 
wares; and becauſe they have 


not regarded the Call of the 
Lord, when they cry aloud to 
him, ba will not regard them 

K On ! ; 3 


them, that 


194 ) 
- "Oh then- bleſſed Eternally, and 
3 - Happy for evermore will a them 
t that have obeyed the Lord in 
their Day, and have not their 
Portion with the Wicked. 


? 8 - 


So with.n endeared rg unto 
joa, and that beyond utter- 
Ane, Deſiring, and Prapirg 


fror Jour Souls Proſperity, 
13 remain your Loving Friend, 
Elizabeth 1 
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Inhabitants of E NGLAND, 


| And. Elſewhere : : W ith an Invita- '. 
tion of Love unto all People, io 
cell them to Repentance, and | 
Amendment of Life; for by /o = 
doing, many have eſcaped the 
Judgments that has been to be IY 
| e down upon 9 Heads. | 


4 
* 
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N England! f England? f the ſenſe — 

of thy Wickedneſs has been 
very heavy upon my Spirit a long 

time, even many Months, pe. 2 
Years, and ſometimes hath my 


: K. 135 )- 
Mouth _ opened in the fear of 
the Lord, to teſtifie againſt the 


= Proceedings of the Inhabitants of 


this Land : Many has been my 
Prayers and Tears unto the Lord 


zn ſecrer for this Land of my Na- 


= tivity; And ſince it has pleaſed 
the Lord of his infinite Goodneſs, 
that he has been leaſed to renew 


= his Mercies and Favours once 
more unto this Land, O prize it, 


* while you have time, and walk 


4 worthy of it, leſt by your un- 


worthineſs you may provoke the 
Lord to Anger: Therefore ha- 


een to Repentance, O you Inha- 
bitants bre England, 7 0 take up 
2a Lamegtsfic0, and Weep bit - 
=_— tcrly, and let it be for a Lamen- 
WF tation indeed; and bewail your 

and miſpending 


WW former State, 
pour time that is ſo far gone over 


_—_ Heads ; 122 your Sins have 
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ever the Sins of Sodom did, whict 
the Lord deſtroyed, and repented 


. Ear) unto the Requeſt of his Ser- 


long time pained within me, and 
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not: And truly if there had nor 
been a Remnant in this Land, 
that the Lord in his infinite Mer. 4 
cy and loving Kindneſs has re- 
deemed out of the World, and 


the Wickedneſs thereof; and nor: 
only fo, but they retain their In- 


tegrity, Zeal and Faithfulneſs un- 
tothe Lord unto this day, whoſe: 
Souls have mourned in _ 
Night and Day unto the grea 


God of Heaven and Earth, — 


he would be pleaſed to bow his 


vants, whoſe Mournful ſtate is 


well known to the Lord, or elſe 


I -believe that this Nation had- | 


been more . miſerable than it is. 
And truly I can ſay, that my, 


Heart is, arid hath- been for a 


1 cn been concerted becuaſe: of 


„„ 
the Abominations of the times, 
crying, How long Lord will it be 

e er thou wilt ariſe, and eaſe thy 


eee Wickedneſs that lodgeth in this 
| Nation, which has grieved the Souls 


4 juſt Lot's was in Sodom: And 
= theſe have groaned under it with 
great agony of Spirit, and ſome- 
mies very earneſt with the Lord 
Concerning this poor Nation; and 
indeed 1 have been diſſatisfied, 
when I ſaw how things appeared 
in this Land of late Years: Oh! 
out of the bitterneſs of my 4 othþ 
have I faid again and again, Lord 


. Geſeech thee, and tale pitty upon 
| the innocent Ones therein; for, 
Lord, if thy tender Mercies would 


ive ſpared Sodom for fifries,-or 


aus, ſareh, O Lora? ibn 


- 


oppreſſed Seed, that mourneth Night 
and Day under the ſenſe of the 


F rhe Righteous from day to day, 


be intreated for this poor Land, 1 - 


0 1090 
wilt þ are this poor Nation fr thy 


Prog 12 te, for thou art God, and 


changeth not; A am 1 encou- 
ed ta cry unto thee, hoping that 
this wilt 72 intreated Fat 7 Ser 
vants, And truly can I 94 that 
I had ſatisfaction, and the Lord 
was pleaſed for to ſhew me that 
that has come to paſs in this 
Land, ſome time before it came 
to pals. . 
And now in the fear of oh 
Lord, I have this to ſay to Pro- 


fellor and Prophane, haſten, ha- 
ſten to Repentance and Amend - 


ment of Life, O Inhabitants * 
England, for the Lord has long 


ſtrove with thee; he has ſhaken _ 
his Rod over thee many a time, 
and he hath fent forth his Ser- 
vants early and late, and has en- 
dued them with Power from on 
high for to proclaim his dreadful 
2 , and the Day of his Veet I 
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ance ; And the everl/aſtizg Goſpel 
bas been Preached throughout 
this Land; - and he hath ſhewed 
his Signs and his Wonders in the 


Earth, as he did over Yera/alen 


of old: What could the Lord 
have done more for thee than he 


has done to gain thee to Repent- 
nuůnce? and thou art not fitted for 


thy latter end; No, no, thy Ac- 


count is very large that thou haſt 
to give unto the Lord, for thou 
haſt requited the Lord evil for 


good.; and for all his tender Mer- 
_ cies and loving Kindneſs, and bis 

Forbearance and tender Com- 
paſſions; not withanding all this, 
thou art in thy Sins and Abomi- 


nations, and going on in the 
broad way which leads unto Mi- 


ſery and Deſtruction, and the 


Torment, World without end 3 


| therefore remethber it whilſt you 


Rx have . 
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have a little time lent to you 


and how little none knows; 
therefore conſider it, and lay it 


to Heart, and remember that 
there is a God in Heaven that 
ought to be feared; for he is a 
juſt and righteous God, that will 
do righteoufly with all People, 
he is no reſpector of Perſons, he 
regards the Rich no more than 
the Poor, but every one that ſer- 
veth him, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs; is accepted of him, whe- 
ther Poor or Rich: And this is 
that that will be required of you, 
a true Repentance, and that with 
ſpeed, and amendment of Life 
true Brokenneſs of Heart, and _} 
Humility of Mind, and that in 
the ſenſe of his abounding good-" 
neſs, O do bur look back a little, 
and conſider, and ſee whether 
you can count the Mercies of the + 
'Lord that he has ING on. 
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this Land, both Spiritual ond | 


| Temporal; no, no, they are paſt 
numbring: Well then, do you 


dot think that the juſt and righ- 


teous God doth look for ſome- 


thing at your Hands; yes ſurely, 


O Inhabitants of England, 4 Sa. 
crifice of 4 broken 1 and 4 
contrite Spirit, and a T rembling at 


| 1 * Word, will be that which will 
=  ingage the Lord for to continue 


his Mercies to this Land; O wh 


i make you clean, put away the 
_ Evil of jour. Doings, ceaſe to do 


Evil, — learn to do Well: Cleanſe 
Jour Hand. you Sinners, and puriſie 


your Hearts you double minded Ones. 


Por this know, that the Day of 
the Lord draws near, wherein 


be will be a ſwift witneſs againſt 


the Wicked; and the Ungodly 


. muſt be turned into Hell, where 
there is weeping, and wailing, | 


ay | gnaſhing of Teeth for ever; 
„ therefore 
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therefore look to it, I intreat you, 
before it be too late; and fear 
the Lord, and dread his glorious 
Majeſty; for he will be a ſwift 

Witneſs againſt the Wicked. 
And thou O City of London! 


what ſhall I ſay to thy Iahabi- 


tants, that my Spirit may be ea- 
ſec:: O Fear, Dread and FTremble 
before the great and terrible 


God, who can daſh you in pieces, 


and lay you as dead Men and Wo- 
down yaur Crown of Pride, and 


lay your Honour in the Duſt > - 4 
Therefore haſten to Repentance 


before it be too late, N for the 8 
Lord has long ſtrove with you, 

therefore look to it before it be 
tod late, I intreat you, and be- 
fore the Lord pour forth his 


aud his long forbearance comes 
to an end, and his Decree he 
„ 5 Sealed, 
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Sealed, and the Angel of God 


' Swear by him that liveth for ever, 
aid ever, that there ſhall be time 
no longer. O then it will be too 
late, and then it may be poſſible 


that you may cry and call to the 


Rocks and Mountains to fall upon 
you, for to hide you from the 
Wrath of the Lamb, his fury will 
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there is à little time afforded un- 


wt you, prize it; and prize the 
_ Everlaſting Mercies of ſo great 


and gracious a God, that has bleſt 


cis Nation with ſo many Spiri- 


tual and Temporal Bleſſings as 


he hath done : O let not your un- 


_ worthineſs draw dow i bis Ven- 
geance upon your Heads, after a 
this his infinite Mercics and Fa- 
vours beſtowed upon us; my 
hearty deſire is, that you may re- 


SBod whilſt it is proffered unto 


"3 eg) CRT 
u, that by it your Hearts may + 

lo 8 made fit to e.. i 
ceive his Bleffingss. 
And this I have more to ry 4 

e || to many of thy Inhabitants, 
England, be true · hearted one to 


x another, and ſeek the Good one 1 
e Lok, another; and come doun to 


11 VSobriety, let your Moderation ad- 
t || pear unto all People; and in as 
much as in you lieth endeavour 
e | (you who have power in your 
a Hands) to ſuppreſs Wickedneſs, 
t chat fruits of Chriſtianity maß 
ri. appear, that this Nation of Exg- 
as d hath made a large Proſeſ- 
n. {fon of ever ſince: I have had a 
Remembrance and Underſtand- 
ing of it, and I believe long he- 
fore. V now, let fruits of 
Chriſtianity appear, which will 
be better than many yea 
of it; the Lord hath 


ea 


into . hands W wherein © 
yu 
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vou may do good; Om 
uke of it, whilſt you have it, leſt 
you provoke the Lord to take it out 
of your hands again, and leave 
vou in Sorrow to lament, then will 
your latter end be worſe than your 
beginning, and your account great- 
er than ever, and your meaſure 
more filled up than ever, and by 
ſo doing will be made fit for De- 
ſtruction. Oh, my Souls defire is, 
that wherever this may come, 
that it may take place upon the 
Hearts of People; for ſurely it is 
high time for People to be awa- 
Ekkiened to amendment of Life, ſee· 
ing their time is ſo far gone, that 
many have ſpent in Vanity and 
Pleaſure, which will add to their 
. ſorrow upon their dying- Beds 
When not one day more will be 
leſt them ſor to Repent. 
From one who wiſbeth well unto ul 
People,” Elizabeth Dtirredge, 
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